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DEDICATION 

 

 

“This book is dedicated to my two best reasons  
to save the planet, my sons Matt and Michael.” 

--Melinda L. Anderson 

 
 

“ I dedicate this book to my boys. My wish is that you dust off this book 
when your children ask: “Where did the mountains of landfills go, Dad?” 

 
 

--Tracy S. Himes 
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We’ve been friends for thirty years. During that time, 
we’ve each purchased a ton of stuff for our families and 
homes. We often asked each other, “what should I do with 
this thing,” or, “what’s the best use for these?” “Should I 
recycle; can I recycle?” Our journey to “do the right thing” 
with our own clutter and excess household items that we no 
longer used, needed, or wanted to store, led us to compile 
this recycling guide. 

After a couple of decades of managing our families and 
careers—and through several household moves—we 
accumulated a lot. Even if we kept it all organized 
and boxed up, at some point, our interests and  
lifestyles shifted, and all of this stuff became clutter  
that we needed to dispose of. The kids grew up  
and no longer liked Dr. Seuss books, the roller 
blades no longer fit, and we all were upgrading  
our cell phones every two years. Before we knew it,  
it was all too much. We’ve both been attempting to  
reduce consumption and simplify our lives for years.  
Caring for a houseful of people, pets, and “stuff” is a  
lot of work! We began to recognize the value of  
lifecycle as we talked about simplifying our  
lives, recycling, reducing, and reusing.  
We started to “Think Outside  
the Bin.” 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

             
              We wanted to
              find the most environmentally-
                 friendly, neighborly way to pass 
        on our items. As we explored all of the 
       options for passing along our “common clutter,” our 
              research uncovered a world of possibilities for our  
     discards. We learned to look for the highest and best use for 
        our clutter, and we felt responsible for making sure the stuff we had 
              acquired was handled in a sustainable way. We started to feel  
                   responsible for our trash!  

 

      Think Outside the Bin is filled with ideas for making better choices for the destiny of                      
 common household items. It’s social recycling—taking your unwanted items and putting     
them in the best possible next set of hands! Think outside of the bin; it’s a way of life you can feel 
really good about. Help your neighbor; help your earth.  Melinda Anderson and Tracy Himes 
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What is “Think Outside the Bin” all about? 

 

“Think Outside the Bin” is a reference guide full of internet clickable links, tips and resources.  
These resources help you discard your common household items in a responsible way.  If they 
can be recycled, we let you know how.  If they can be reused, we’ll give you some ideas for that 
as well.  We’ve shared the best options we could find and included hundreds of links to websites 
that can help you.   

When you donate your common household discards to another person or organization, you are 
practicing “social recycling.” As we compiled the links for this book, we realized that the options 
for recycling were enormous, not just in sheer volume of information, but also in terms of many 
humanitarian efforts that exist.  There are some very creative and worthy causes in need of our 
treasures, as well as our trash.  Many organizations are already “thinking outside the bin” 
and using common items for a bigger cause.   

We’d like to introduce you to some of these organizations and ideas in hopes that you, too, will 
“think outside the bin” and consider a better option for disposing of your items.  In the 
process, you may help a neighbor…and help the earth at the same time. 

 

Why we all need to use this book…and how! 

We’ve done hours and hours of research and now it is available to you in one interactive guide, 
including options and ideas for over 200 common household items. We’ve checked all the links 
and provided you with over 450 links, tips and resources to help you discard just about anything.  
Some of the options available are even better than simply recycling by putting it in the bin or 
taking it to the local thrift store.  

The information you need to dispose of your common household items is just a click away, and 
we’ve formatted it in an easy-to-follow alphabetical order.  Just look for your items in the 
Table of Contents and click.  Then, the choice is yours to make. 

 

We challenge you to “Think Outside the Bin”; 
 the benefits speak for themselves. 

There are both local and worldwide efforts going on right now in need of specific items that you 
want to discard.  Your common items could be put to use in order to help impoverished nations, 
under-educated children, battered women, needy elderly, and more. As you use the links and 
information in this book, you will be given the opportunity to reach out and be a part of 
something so much more important than recycling.  
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Outside of the humanitarian benefits, (as if helping others in need was not enough!) there are 
many other reasons to discard your items in a responsible way. To make an informed decision 
on what to do with your things, consider the following benefits of Social Recycling: 

1. You can save money. 
2. You can make money. 
3. You can get tax deductions. 
4. You won’t be contributing to the landfill. 
5. You could impact the lives of others in need. 

 

Landfills are at all-time capacity levels. 

 Americans generate 250 million tons of garbage a year, and some reports show over 
400 million tons. 
 

 Since 1960, America has tripled the amount of waste we generate! 
 

 Only about 1/10th of all solid garbage in the U.S. gets recycled. 
 

 EVERY DAY, the U.S. throws away enough trash to fill 63,000 garbage trucks. 
 

 Almost 1/3rd of waste generated in the U.S. is packaging—unnecessary. 
 

 Each year, Americans toss out enough disposable utensils and cups to circle the 
equator 300 times. 
 

 In Tracy’s hometown, the highest elevation is visible above the tallest trees from Main 
Street.  In the state of Ohio, the highest point is Mount Rumpke, at over 1000 feet.  Both 
of these “mountains” are not mountains at all, they are literally mounds of trash.  The 
landfill, the dump.  Have you seen (or smelled) yours lately? 
 

 The U.S. has 3,091 active landfills and over 10,000 old municipal landfills, according to 
the Environmental Protection Agency, all of which create hazardous air emissions 
(methane) and eventually leach into the ground water. 
 

 In March, 2000 it was reported that 82% of surveyed landfill cells had leaks. 
 

 Since 2003, recycling has reduced the amount of trash thrown away in the US by 32% 
(approx. 79 million tons per year) which is good news; however, Americans are also 
consuming more and more, and packaging has increased on all products, so the net 
effect is minimal. 
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  As of 1992, 14 billion pounds of trash were dumped into the ocean annually around the 
world.  There is a plastic island twice the size of Texas in the Pacific ocean, created from 
our waste. 
 

 Enough hazardous waste is generated in 12 months to fill the New Orleans Superdome 
1,500 times over! 
 

What happens when you recycle 
and divert usable household items from the landfill? 

 
 You reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

 You reduce methane emissions from landfills. 

 You reduce emissions from incinerators. 

 You reduce emissions from energy consumption. 

 You save energy from producing goods from virgin materials. 

 You save fossil fuels. 

 You increase storage of carbon in trees. 

 You reduce carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. 

 You help trees to remain unharvested. 

 You help air, water and land quality. 

 You help all wildlife with rainforest preservation. 

 You create a better world for all of humanity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Environmental Protection Agency (www.epa.gov); Zerowasteamerica.org; Environment-
green.com; Keep America Beautiful (www.kab.org); Leak Location Services, Inc. 
(www.llsi.com) Clean Air Council (www.cleanair.org) 
 

Think Outside the Bin: 
make an informed decision; do the right thing. 

You will be glad you did. So will the earth. 

http://www.epa.gov/�
http://www.zerowasteamerica.org/�
http://www.environment-green.com/�
http://www.environment-green.com/�
http://www.kab.org/�
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CHAPTER ONE 
Clickable Guide to Alphabetical Listing  

 
CLICKABLE LINKS. 

SELECT ANY ITEM TO GO TO THAT PAGE OF INFORMATION. 
 
 
 

dvertising memorabilia: 19 

Aerosol Cans (see also Hazardous Waste): 81 

Aluminum Cans: 20 

Ammunition (see Hazardous Waste): 81 

Antifreeze (see Hazardous Waste): 81  

Antiperspirant and Deodorant Sticks (see Cosmetics): 58 

Antiques: 20 

Appliances: 21 

Art Supplies: 22 

Artwork: 23 

Aseptic Packaging: 24 
 

aby bottles: 25 

Baby Gear: 25 

Backpacks: 26 

Balloons: 27 

Batteries (see also Hazardous Waste): 27 

Bibles: 30 

Bikes (Also, see Sports Equipment): 30 

Blankets: 30 

Boats: 31 

Books (Magazines, Phone Books): 32 

Boxes: 36 

Bridal Gowns and Accessories: 37 

 

A 

B 
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Brochures: 38 

Broken glass: 38 

Brooms & Mops: 39 

Bubble wrap (see Packing Materials): 106 

Building Materials (including Carpet and Rugs): 39 

ages: 40 

Cameras and Equipment: 41 

Carpet (see Building Materials): 39 

Car Seats: 43 

Caulk (see Building Materials): 39 

Cell Phones: 43 

Checkbooks: 46 

Christmas lights: 46 

Cleaners (see Hazardous Waste): 81 

Clocks: 47 

Clothing (Business, Formal, Maternity, Sports, Vintage): 48 

Coats: 51 

Coins : 51 

Collectibles: 52 

Coloring Books: 53 

Comics: 53 

Compact Fluorescent Bulbs: 54 

Computers: 55 

Cooking Oil (see Hazardous Waste): 56 

Cookware: 57 

Corks: 57 

Cosmetics: 58 

Costumes: 59 

Crayons: 60 

C 
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Credit Cards: 61 

Crocs: 61 

 

entures: 61 

Dolls: 62 

Dresses (see also Clothing): 63 

DVDS, CDS and Cases (See Media): 94 

 

gg Cartons: 63 

Electronics: 64 

Entertainment Memorabilia: 68 

Exercise Equipment: 69 

Expired Canned Goods: 69 

Extension Cords (see Building Materials): 69 

Eyeglasses: 70 
 
 

abric (see Sewing Supplies): 117 

Fertilizer (see Hazardous Waste): 81 

Files / folders (see Office Supplies): 105 

Film Canisters (see Cameras and Equipment): 41 

Filters: HVAC, water: 71 

Fire Extinguishers: 72 

Flags: 72 

Floppy Disks (see Media): 94 

Fluorescent Bulbs (see Lights, Bulbs and Lamps): 90 

Foam Rubber (Also, see Building Materials ): 73 

Food and Food Packaging: 74 

Formal wear (see Clothing): 48 

Freon (see Hazardous Waste): 81 

D 
E 

F 
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Furniture and Household items: 76 

Furs: 77 
 

asoline (see Hazardous Waste): 81 

Gift Cards: 78 

Glass and ceramics: 78 

Glue: 79 

Golf clubs (see Sports Equipment): 121 

Greeting Cards: 79 

 
 

air: 80 

Hangers: 80 

Hard hats: 81 

Hazardous waste: 81 

Hearing aids: 82 

Hotel toiletries: 83 

 

 

nk, Toner and Printer Cartridges: 83 

IPods: 85 

Insecticides (see Hazardous Waste): 81 

 

 

ars and Jar lids: 85 

Jeans: 85 

Jewelry: 86 

Juice Bags and Boxes (see Aseptic Packaging: 24 

 

 

G 

H 

I 
J 
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eys: 88 

 

 

 
 
 

adders: 88 

Leather: 89 

License plates: 89 

Life jackets: 90 

Lights, bulbs and lamps: 90 

LPs (See Records): 116 

Lunch boxes: 92 

 

 

agazines (see also Books): 92 

Makeup (see Cosmetics):  58 

Maternity clothes (see clothing): 48 

Mattresses and Box springs: 93 

Media (see also Records ): 94 

Medical supplies: 96 

Medicine: 98 

Medicine Bottles: 98 

Metal Cans: 99 

Metal – Steel: 99 

Military antiques: 100 

Milk (cartons, crates and jugs): 100 

Mint Boxes: 101 

Motor oil (see Hazardous Waste): 81 

Musical instruments: 101 

 

K 
L 

M 
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ail Polish and Tools: 103 

Newspapers: 104 

Notebooks, Notepads (see Office Supplies): 105  

Nursery Pots: 104 

 
 

ffice Furniture: 105 

Office Supplies: 105 

Outdoor Gear: 106 

 

 

acking Materials (Peanuts, Bubble Wrap): 106 

Paint: 108 

Paper: 108 

Paper Bags: 109 

Party and Event Leftovers (leftover food, decorations, etc): 109 

Pens and pencils: 110 

Pesticides (see Hazardous Waste): 81 

Pet food: 110 

Phone Books (see also Books): 110 

Photographs: 111 

Photographic Equipment (see Cameras): 41 

Pizza boxes: 111 

Plants: 111 

Plastic Bags: 112 

Plastic Containers: 113 

Plastic Cutlery: 114 

Plastic Wrap: 114 

Pots and Pans: 114 

Prescription Drugs (see Medicine): 98 

N 
O 
P 
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Printer Cartridges (see Ink, Toner and Printer Cartridges): 83 

Priority mail envelopes: 115 

Pull tabs from aluminum cans: 115 
 

 

uilts: 116 

 
 

 

 

ecords and music: 116 

Rugs (see Building Supplies): 39 

 

 

ewing supplies: 117 

Sewing Machines: 117 

Shoes: 118 

Shower Curtain and Liners: 119 

Six-Pack Rings: 120 

Skates, Skateboards and Gear (see Sports Equipment): 121 

Skis (see Sports Equipment): 121 

Sleeping bags: 120 

Smoke detectors: 120 

Sports Equipment and Cards: 121 

Stamps: 125 

Stereos and VCRs (see Electronics): 64 

Stuffed Animals (Also, see Toys): 127 

Suitcases / Backpacks / Duffel bags: 127 

Surfboards: 128 

Swing sets: 128 

 

Q  

R 
S 
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-Shirts    (see also Clothing): 128 

Teddy bears: 129 

Teflon pans (see Cookware): 56 

Televisions (see Electronics): 64 

Tennis Equipment (see Sports Equipment): 121 

Tents: 129 

Tires: 130 

Tools: 130 

Toothbrushes: 131 

Toothpaste Tubes: 131 

Toys: 131 

Trampolines: 133 

Trophies: 133 

 

mbrellas: 134 

Utensils (see Plastic Cutlery): 114 

 

  

acuum cleaners: 134 

Vehicles: 135 

Video Games (see also Media): 137 

 

 

 agons: 138 

Water Toys: 138 

Wet Suits: 138 

Wires: 139 

Wood: 139 

  

T 

U 
V 
W 
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-Rays: 140    

 

 
 

 

oga Mats: 140 

Yourself!: 141 

 

 

 

 

Zambonis: 141 
Zippered Plastic Bags (see Plastic Bags): 112 
Zippers (see Sewing Supplies): 117 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

X 
Y 

Z 
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Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 
 
 

CHAPTER  TWO 
Index of Recyclable Items 

 

 
ADVERTISING MEMORABILIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLLECTICS 
When you have advertising memorabilia that you no 
longer want or need, Collectics is an online antique 
store and vintage collectibles shop that is useful when 
researching the value of items you have. This site 
helps in determining whether you want to donate them 
to charity for a tax write off or try and sell them and 
make a little money. You may find that the value is 
worth going to the trouble of selling the item. Old 
magazines that advertise products, ashtrays from 
restaurants, and posters that advertise everything from 
cigarettes to soft drinks are desirable collectibles. 

 
http://www.collectics.com/paper_advertising.html 

 
I  COLLECT 24/7 
I Collect 24/7 is comprised of individual dealers selling 
vintage advertising, toys, holiday items, paper ephemera, movie and sports collectibles and 
more. Open your own "shop" for a $35/month web store rental fee. 
http://www.icollect247.com/ 

 
 
 

Did You Know? 
Advertising memorabilia and vintage advertising items are highly 
collectible due to their beautiful artwork and charming designs. 

Advertising memorabilia comes in a variety of forms from posters and 
signs, to ashtrays and drink coasters. 

 

http://www.collectics.com/paper_advertising.html�
http://www.collectics.com/paper_advertising.html�
http://www.icollect247.com/�
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Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 

 
ALUMINUM CANS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ANTIQUES 

(Also, see Collectibles) 
 

ANTIQUES-USA 
Antiques-USA has links to different types of antiques, including sewing machines, furniture, 
pottery and much more. 
http://antiques-usa.com/  

 

THE  NATIONAL ANTIQUE AND ART DEALERS OF AMERICA 
The National Antique and Art Dealers of America is a non-profit trade association of America’s 
leading antique dealers. This site lists all their members nationwide, and you can find a dealer to 
help you buy or sell your antiques. There are three ways to search: by item, dealer or by 
keyword. http://www.naadaa.org 

 

Did You 
Know? 

It takes 95% 
less energy to 

recycle an 
aluminum can 

than it does to 
make a new one. 
Recycling one 
can saves the 
equivalent of 6 

ounces of 
gasoline! 

 

http://antiques-usa.com/�
http://www.naadaa.org/�
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APPLIANCES 
A i

COMED 

 non-profit trade 

Comed pays $25 per refrigerator/freezer or room air conditioner you donate in working order. 
Visit their website and enter your zip code to see if this incentive is offered in your area. 
https://www.jacoinc.net/weborder/rebatex.aspx?ProgramID=30 

 

SALVATION ARMY 
With thrift stores located throughout North America, The Salvation Army can schedule a pickup 
from the thrift store nearest you. Check with your local Salvation Army office to see if they 
accept appliance donations in your area.  

 

www.salvationarmyusa.org 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
St. Vincent de Paul is a national organization with thrift stores throughout the country. Contact 
your local chapter to arrange for a pick-up or drop-off. The number will be listed in the Social 
Service Organizations section of your local yellow pages.  

 

www.svdpusa.org 

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF THE BLIND 
American Council of the Blind has thrift stores in a number of major metropolitan areas.  
www.acb.org 

 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
Habitat ReStores are retail outlets where quality used and surplus building materials are sold at 
a fraction of normal prices. For more information, call 1-800-HABITAT 
 www.habitat.org 

 

GENERAL ELECTRIC  
GE Appliances recommends numerous charitable organizations that accept used appliances in 
good working order. 
http://www.geappliances.com/service_and_support/donation.htm  

https://www.jacoinc.net/weborder/rebatex.aspx?ProgramID=30�
http://www.salvationarmyusa.org/�
http://www.svdpusa.org/�
http://www.svdpusa.org/�
http://www.acb.org/�
http://www.habitat.org/�
http://www.geappliances.com/service_and_support/donation.htm�
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GOODWILL INDUSTRIES INTERNATIONAL  
Goodwill accepts new or gently used items like clothing, appliances, computer equipment, 
electronics and furniture and sells them in one of their Goodwill retail stores. The money made 
from the sale of your donations help fund job training and career services. Their website 
includes  Donation Acceptance Guidelines and a Valuation Guide for use in determining the tax 
value of your donations. 

 

http://www.goodwill.org 

STEEL RECYCLING INSTITUTE 
SRI recycles appliances, cans, and cars, since they are made up primarily of steel.  

 
http://www.recycle-steel.org  

 
ART SUPPLIES 

PROCESSION SPECIES 
Procession Species relies on donated materials like scissors, glue guns, fabric, yarn, pipe 
cleaners, wire, glitter, and other crafty items that can be “magically turned into art” to run 
Community Art Workshops. 
http://www.procession.org/Recycle.php 

 

I LOVE SCHOOLS 
I Love Schools is the first and only 
national non-profit matching America's 
teachers with donors of new, used and in-
kind goods and services. Donors pick the 
teacher they want to help and tell them 
how much of your financial donations they 
can keep for administrative costs.  
Educators can use quality technology, 
music instruments, art supplies, office 
supplies, sports gear... and a myriad of 
other resources. 
http://www.iloveschools.com/ 

 
 

http://www.goodwill.org/�
http://www.recycle-steel.org/�
http://www.procession.org/Recycle.php�
http://www.iloveschools.com/�
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ARTWORK 

(Also, see Collectibles) 

ART BUSINESS 
ArtBusiness.com offers “fair market value” appraisals of your 
fine artwork for donation and tax purposes. Site owner, Alan 
Bamberger, also explains the process of donating artwork to 
museums in the article “Donate Art: A Primer.”  
http://www.artbusiness.com/donateart.html 
http://www.artbusiness.com/appsum.html  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLECTIBLES WITH CAUSES 
Collectibles With Causes is a nonprofit organization that accepts your donation of paintings, 
photographic images, sculptures, carvings, lithographs, watercolors and other artwork to help 
families and communities in need. 
http://www.collectibleswithcauses.org/ 

 

THE ART CONNECTION 
The Art Connection is a nonprofit organization that places donated artwork on the walls of 
community service organizations. This “museum without borders” inspires creativity, learning 
and healing to visitors in the community centers in which this artwork is placed. 
http://theartconnection.org/receive-or-donate-art/donate-art/submitting-artwork 
 

 

Did You Know? 
For paper artwork that has sentimental value only, you can keep it out of the 
landfill by:  

 taking a picture of it and putting it on a flash drive (recycle the original) 
 making it into a book 
 framing the best pieces to display 
 re-gifting it to grandparents 
 cutting them up to use as bookmarks 
 making book covers or wrapping paper 

 

http://www.artbusiness.com/donateart.html�
http://www.artbusiness.com/appsum.html�
http://www.collectibleswithcauses.org/�
http://theartconnection.org/receive-or-donate-art/donate-art/submitting-artwork�
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ASEPTIC PACKAGING 

CARTON COUNCIL 
The Carton Council website has a searchable database to see if cartons can be recycled in your 
area. Just enter your state to find the cities that offer curbside recycling of aseptic packaging in 
your area. 
http://www.aseptic.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

TERRACYCLE 
Terracycle collects product 
packaging such as juice bags 
and food wrappers through their 
“brigade” programs. These 
typically non-recyclable items are 
used to create cool products like 
back packs, pencil cases, and 
tote bags. Participants in the 
brigade program can ship the 
items to them free of charge, and 
for many items you send they will 
pay you two cents per item (great 
for school fundraisers). These 
unique and interesting recycled 
products can be purchased at 
large retail stores like Wal-Mart, 
K Mart, Target and Home Depot. 
http://www.terracycle.net/ 

 

Did You Know? 
Classrooms across America are recycling aseptic packages, commonly known as 

“juice pouches.” The recycling process is awkward and  expensive, so it is 
available only in limited areas.  The Carton Council has the most up-to-date 

information on their website at http://www.aseptic.org/ 

 

http://www.aseptic.org/�
http://www.terracycle.net/�
http://www.aseptic.org/�
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Did You Know? 
Some baby bottles can be recycled based upon the type 
of material they are made from. Glass baby bottles and 
plastic baby bottles with a #5 or a #7 recycling symbol 
can often be recycled in your regular curbside recycling 
bin. Local children's charities will also accept donations 
of baby bottles for distribution to new mothers. Local 
animal shelters may also need your donated bottles for 

hand rearing baby animals. 
  
 

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 

ASEPTIC PACKAGES 
Those paper-and-foil juice packets are convenient to use, but not so convenient for recyclers. 
While they’re accepted in recycling bins at such places as Stanford University, just a fraction of 
U.S. households—approximately 12 million—can recycle them through curbside or drop-off 
programs, according to the Aseptic Packaging Council. Still, you’re welcome to ship clean, 
compact aseptic packaging for recycling to: BRING Recycling, Reuse Warehouse & Business 
Office, 86641 Franklin Boulevard, Eugene, OR 97405; (541)746-3023.  

 
BABY BOTTLES 

EARTH 911 
Enter plastic or glass to 
find the closest recycling 
center. When in doubt, 
check with Earth911 to 
see what to do with your 
bottles. 
http://www.earth911.org 

 

 

 
BABY GEAR 

 

BABY EARTH 
You can send your used car seats, strollers, 
diaper bags, high chairs and old baby swings to 
Baby Earth where they disassemble the parts 
and determine the best reuse. Fabrics are 
shipped to developing countries, and metal, 
plastic and foam are used for construction 
projects. Any unusable parts are sent to 
recycling centers. Baby gear in excellent 
condition is donated to families who need it. 
http://www.babyearth.com/renew 

http://www.earth911.org/�
http://www.babyearth.com/renew�
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Did You Know? 
Backpacks are great for donating.  

Children need backpacks for 
school and scouts, homeless 

families need backpacks, sports 
programs and outdoor adventure 

clubs need backpacks.  The 
landfill does not need backpacks. 

 

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 

 

GREEN  TO GROW  BOTTLES TO  BABIES  INITIATIVE 
Green to Grow’s Bottles to Babies Initiative connects families who no longer need their baby 
gear like diaper bags, baby carriers, playpens, strollers, and swings with organizations that have 
mothers who need these items.   
http://www.greentogrow.com/bottles2babies.aspx# 
 
 
K.I.D.S. 
Donate product, donate money or get 
involved! If you have new baby gear (items 
you never used) including clothing, books, 
toys, media, highchairs, or car seats, 
KidsDonations.org will give these items to 
children living in distressed situations. Over 
the past 23 years, this organization has 
donated half a billion dollars worth of new 
products to help children living in poverty, 
victims of natural disasters or other 
hardships. 
http://www.kidsdonations.org 

 

 
BACKPACKS 

(Also, see Sports Equipment) 

 

AMERICAN BIRDING ASSOCIATION 
At American Birding Association they “share tools to 
save birds”…a great cause where your donations 
help the environment. Click on the "items we are 
looking for" link to see what they need right now, but 
they usually always need backpacks in good repair, 
as well as binoculars, books on birds, tripods and 
cameras. 
http://www.americanbirding.org 

 

http://www.greentogrow.com/bottles2babies.aspx�
http://www.kidsdonations.org/�
http://www.americanbirding.org/�
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GIVE A KID A BACKPACK 
Have you ever received a backpack as a 
gift that was just not your style? Do you 
have any “freebie” backpacks in your 
closet advertising a sports league you  
once participated in? Give A Kid A 
Backpack accepts donations of new 
backpacks and fills them with school 
supplies and distributes them to 
impoverished children around the world.  
http://giveakidabackpack.org/ 

 

 

 
BALLOONS 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
BATTERIES 

(Also, see Hazardous Waste) 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND SAFETY ONLINE  
This is a good article about battery recycling from Environmental Health and Safety Online. 
Check here first to understand all the different types of batteries and how they can be reused or 
recycled. 
http://ehso.com/ehshome/batteries.php 

Did You Know? 
Latex: An organic material, made from the sap of a rubber tree, 

these balloons are biodegradable and decompose rapidly. 
Mylar:  This is a plastic/nylon synthetic material that is also 

recyclable and reusable, but it does not biodegrade. 

 

http://giveakidabackpack.org/�
http://ehso.com/ehshome/batteries.php�
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BATTERY RECYCLING 
Battery Recycling will recycle all types of batteries, anywhere in the U.S.  Just order their kit, 
collect and send all batteries to them.  
http://www.batteryrecycling.com/residential  

 

BATTERIES PLUS 
Batteries Plus is a great resource, plus they give you 10% off all rechargeable batteries and 
more coupons; stores are located all over the U.S. for drop offs.  
http://www.batteriesplus.com 

 

BATTERY COUNCIL       
For commercial or industrial use batteries,        
look to the Battery Council 
http://www.BatteryCouncil.org   

Did You Know? 
In America, we purchase nearly 3 
BILLION dry-cell batteries each 
year.  These household batteries 

contain numerous hazardous 
compounds, like zinc, lead, nickel, 

alkaline, manganese, cadmium, 
silver and mercury…all of which will 

contaminate our solid waste 
stream.  In 1989 over 620 TONS 

of household batteries were 
thrown away in the U.S., and that 
is double the amount discarded in 

1970.  Clearly this is an easy 
habit to change that will make an 
immediate impact. Rechargeable 
batteries can be found in remote 
control toys, cordless phones, cell 
phones, cordless power tools, video 
cameras, and laptop computers. 

 

http://www.batteryrecycling.com/residential�
http://www.batteriesplus.com/�
http://www.batterycouncil.org/�
http://www.batterycouncil.org/�
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BATTERY SOLUTIONS 
Battery Solutions accept batteries from 
around the country, and it takes all the 
hassle out of recycling batteries. There is a 
small cost of .85 cents a pound to recycle 
your batteries, which goes to support the 
program.  
http://www.batteryrecycling.com/ 

 

CALL2RECYCLE 
At Call 2 Recycle, it is free and easy to 
recycle your old rechargeable batteries and 
cell phones; they offer over 30,000 
collections sites. 

 

http://www.call2recycle.org  

ENVIRONMENT HEALTH AND SAFETY ONLINE 
General tips for how to use, re-use, recycle, and dispose of rechargeable batteries such as 
NiCd (nicad, nickel-cadmium), lithium or other rechargeable batteries that no longer hold a 
charge. 
http://www.ehso.com/ehshome/batteriesrechg.php 

 

RECHARGEABLE BATTERY  RECYCLING CORPORATION  (CALL2RECYCLE) 
They can help you recycle your portable rechargeable batteries. These batteries are commonly 
found in cordless power tools, cellular and cordless phones, laptop computers, camcorders and 
digital cameras. They have drop off locations nationwide at Home Depot, Sears, Target and 
Staples. See their website for specific locations. 
http://www.rbrc.org/ 

 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 
Waste Management offers a program where a Battery Recycling Kit can be purchased on their 
website; you can use the kit box to collect used batteries, when the box is full, then mail it back 
to Waste Management, who properly dispose of the batteries. 
www.thinkgreenfromhome.com 

http://www.batteryrecycling.com/�
http://www.call2recycle.org/�
http://www.ehso.com/ehshome/batteriesrechg.php�
http://www.rbrc.org/�
http://www.thinkgreenfromhome.com/�
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BIBLES 

(Also, see Books) 

BIBLE DONATE  
Ship old Bibles to them (consider your own "Bible Drive" 
fundraiser?), and they deliver them to hospitals, 
missionaries and others around the globe. 
http://www.bibledonate.org/free_bibles_007.htm 
 

BIBLE SENDERS 
The Bible Senders mission is to give a bible, free of charge, 
to anyone who asks, anywhere in the world. 
http://www.biblesenders.org/  

 

 
BIKES 

(Also, see Sports Equipment) 

SELL A BIKE 
Buy or Sell used bikes, motorcycles or ATV's. http://www.sellabike.com/ 
 

 
BLANKETS 

(Also, see Quilts) 

ARTISTS HELPING CHILDREN 
At Artists Helping Children, you can find homeless shelters by US State that are always in need 
of food, blankets, clothing, and shelter. http://www.artistshelpingchildren.org/shelters.html 
 
PROJECT LINUS 
Project Linus is a national non-profit organization that provides warmth and security to seriously 
ill or traumatized children. We accept donations of new (no used items accepted), handmade, 
washable blankets. 
http://www.projectlinus.org/ 

 

http://www.bibledonate.org/free_bibles_007.htm�
http://www.biblesenders.org/�
http://www.sellabike.com/�
http://www.artistshelpingchildren.org/shelters.html�
http://www.projectlinus.org/�
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PROJECT NIGHT NIGHT 
Imagine the smile on a homeless child’s face when they receive your donation of blankets, 
books, and stuffed animals. Project Night Night donates over 25,000 Night Night Packages each 
year to provide kids with night-time comfort. Items must be “like new” and “nice enough to give 
as a gift.”  
http://projectnightnight.org/ 

 
RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 
Check your local listings or the Ronald McDonald House website for specific needs, but gently 
used, clean blankets are often needed for sick children and their visiting families. 
http://rmhc.org/ 

 
BOATS 

(Also, see Vehicles) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOAT ANGEL 
At Boat Angel, they couldn’t make it easier; they appraise your boat and pick it up, even if it’s 
not working.  They help wayward children with the proceeds from your generosity. 
http://www.boatangel.org/ 

 

Did You Know? 
Here are some 

important tips to 
follow when donating 
a large asset like a 
boat and getting a 

tax deduction. 
http://www.msnbc.ms
n.com/id/26625209/n

s/today-
today_technology_and

_money/ 
 

http://projectnightnight.org/�
http://rmhc.org/�
http://www.boatangel.org/�
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/26625209/ns/today-today_technology_and_money/�
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/26625209/ns/today-today_technology_and_money/�
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/26625209/ns/today-today_technology_and_money/�
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/26625209/ns/today-today_technology_and_money/�
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/26625209/ns/today-today_technology_and_money/�
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/26625209/ns/today-today_technology_and_money/�
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WOODEN BOAT FOUNDATION 
The purpose of the Wooden Boat Foundation is to celebrate and preserve traditional maritime 
skills, heritage and culture. 
http://www.woodenboat.org/boats/donation/ 

 

 
BOOKS 

(Plus magazines and phone books) 

ABE BOOKS 
Abe Books has new and used books, textbooks, rare and out of print books and will buy yours 
as well; even if you have just a few, shipping is free. 
http://www.abebooks.com/docs/Sell/?nsa=1 

 

ADOPT A LIBRARY 
Adopt a Library offers a 
comprehensive website with contact 
information for donating your used 
books to schools, US libraries, 
prisons, and international libraries. 
http://www.adoptalibrary.org/ 

 

AMAZON 
See the internal link to “Sell to 
Amazon” at the bottom of the home 
page.  You either pay a per-item 
commission to them or a monthly fee. 

 

http://www.amazon.com 

 

BLUE RECTANGLE 
Blue Rectangle will buy used books and textbooks. On their website, log in the ISBN number to 
see if it is a book they will take. If so, they pay for shipping with their postage-paid mailing label.  
www.bluerectangle.com/buyback 

http://www.woodenboat.org/boats/donation/�
http://www.abebooks.com/docs/Sell/?nsa=1�
http://www.adoptalibrary.org/�
http://www.amazon.com/�
http://www.bluerectangle.com/buyback�
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BOOK ENDS 
At Book Ends, they accept gently used children’s books appropriate for infants to 18 years of 
age; ship them 4th class or book rate to save shipping costs. 
http://www.bookends.org  

 

BOOKS FOR AFRICA 
Only $.50 cents sends a book to a child in Africa!  The Books for Africa program ships college 
textbooks, children's books, science and math books and dictionaries to African schools. Books 
must be in excellent to good condition. 
http://www.booksforafrica.org/ 

 

CASH 4 BOOKS 
Cash 4 Books offers free shipping for your 
books and a check within 3 days, or your pay 
pal account is credited, your choice. 
www.cash4books.net 

 

BOOKS INTO CASH 
Books into Cash has been selling textbooks for 
2 decades; They offer free shipping and no 
registration is required. 
http://www.booksintocash.com 
 
 
BRIDGE TO ASIA 
Bridge to Asia accepts used textbooks, databases, journals and educational materials  
essential to teaching and research for use where they are badly needed—in developing 
countries in Asia that cannot afford to purchase them.  They use a distribution network that 
reaches 1000 universities from Shanghai to Tibet. 
http://www.bridge.org/books.html 
 

 

E-CAMPUS 
 At E-campus, you simply enter the book ISBN number and get the price estimate; they also 
offer "rental" textbooks and free shipping. 
http://www.ecampus.com/buyback.asp 

http://www.bookends.org/�
http://www.booksforafrica.org/�
http://www.cash4books.net/�
http://www.booksintocash.com/�
http://www.bridge.org/books.html�
http://www.ecampus.com/buyback.asp�
http://www.ecampus.com/buyback.asp�
http://www.ecampus.com/buyback.asp�
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BOOK MOOCH 
BookMooch is a community for exchanging used books. BookMooch lets you give away books 
you no longer need in exchange for books you really want. 

 

http://www.bookmooch.com 

INTERNATIONAL BOOK PROJECT 
Since 1966, the International Book Project has collected over 150,000 books each year (in 
excellent condition); they use them for literary programs around the globe, donate them to 
Peace Corp volunteers, etc.  
www.intlbookproject.org 

 

PAPERBACK SWAP   
Paperback Swap helps members swap, trade and 
exchange books with each other for free. In short: 
mail a book; get a book. Any book you request is 
yours to keep, share or trade. No late fees. No 
processing charges. No hidden charges. Every 
time you mail a book to another member, you can 
request one for yourself from over 3 million. 
http://www.paperbackswap.com/index.php 

 

POWELLS BOOKS 
Powells Books is seeking large and specialized 
book collections; they buy rep samples, library 
donations and personal libraries. 

 

http://www.powells.com/info/buying.html  

PRISON BOOK PROGRAM 
Prison Book Program gives books to individual prisoners in the United States.  Prison Book 
Program accepts donations of new and gently used fiction and non-fiction books, and 
magazines that depict a trade like This Old House. See their website for a complete list of 
subjects and genres that are in constant demand. 

 

http://www.prisonbookprogram.org 

 

http://www.bookmooch.com/�
http://www.intlbookproject.org/�
http://www.paperbackswap.com/index.php�
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PRISON PEN PALS 
Prison Pen Pals list prisons in need of books, magazines and yes even telephone books 
(inmates don’t get phone books, but staff gives them numbers if requested). 
http://www.prisonpenpals.com/booksbehindbars.html 

 

PROJECT NIGHT NIGHT 
Imagine the smile on a homeless child’s face when they receive your donation of blankets, 
books, and stuffed animals. Project Night Night donates over 25,000 Night Night Packages each 
year to provide kids with nighttime comfort. Items must be “Like new” and “Nice enough to give 
as a gift”. (Please note: Books must be suitable for children age 0—preteen.) 
http://projectnightnight.org/ 

 

BOOKINS 
Bookins is a website where you can easily 
trade books and more with other readers. 
Bookins arranges for trades – from you to 
one member and from a third member back 
to you, and so on. You never have to contact 
anyone, waste time, or deal with 
unpleasantness. You don’t even have to visit 
the post office. The correct postage for your 
shipment is provided from the website. 

 

http:/www.bookins.com 

SCARCE (SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY 
ASSISTANCE FOR RECYCLING AND 
COMPOSTING EDUCATION) 
SCARCE has a Book Rescue program, which has diverted over 3 million textbooks from the 
landfill.  They redistribute your donated books to under-served schools and also serve 
orphanages, hospitals and libraries in 25% of the countries around the world.  They currently 
accept any book, in any condition, and also offer an online newsgroup for private donation 
opportunities. 
http://www.bookrescue.org/books/default.asp?page=Boverview 

 

 

http://prisonpenpals.com/booksbehindbars.html�
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Did You Know? 
Cardboard is one of the most commonly recycled materials, and two types of 

cardboard can be recycled: flat cardboard, which is typically used in cereal and 
shoe boxes, and corrugated cardboard, which has a ruffled layer between the two 

flat pieces of cardboard and is often used in packing boxes. Both types of 
cardboard can usually be recycled through your local curbside recycling program. 

Cardboard that cannot be recycled includes pizza boxes (unless you cut out the food 
stained portions), cardboard boxes that have not been flattened, and wet boxes. 

 

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 

 
BOXES 

 

BOX CYCLE 
BoxCycle makes it easy to buy and sell unneeded cardboard boxes within your local 
community.  The online marketplace makes finding and buying used boxes simple, private, and 
more reliable while making selling unneeded boxes profitable and efficient for business and 
individuals. 
http://www.boxcycle.com/learn 

 

EARTH 911 
Enter the item you wish to recycle along with your zip code and instantly get a list of local places 
to recycle your boxes. 
http://earth911.com/ 

 

OPERATION HAPPY NOTE 
Operation Happy Note sends musical instruments to our deployed service men and women. 
OHN was started by Barb and Steve Baker in 2005 after sending their son a guitar while 
deployed in Iraq. He then asked for a guitar for a fellow soldier then another. So they held a 
fundraiser to send more guitars and have since shipped over 3200 instruments. Their mission is 
to raise morale and relieve stress with the joy music brings. Send your old boxes to Operation 
Happy Note to help their efforts. 
http://www.operationhappynote.com 

 

http://www.boxcycle.com/learn�
http://earth911.com/�
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USED CARDBOARD BOXES 
Save time, money and trees with help 
from Used Cardboard Boxes. 
http://usedcardboardboxes.com/   

 

U-HAUL 
U-Haul will buy back any used 
cardboard boxes that you buy from 
them, and they also have a trade and 
sell mechanism for you to get rid of 
all your extra used ones. 
http://www.uhaul.com 

 
BRIDAL GOWNS AND ACCESSORIES 

 

CATHERINE’S  CLOSET 
Since 2002, Catherine’s Closet has provided over 6,000 gowns for special occasions and over 
$20,000 in scholarships. 
http://www.catherinescloset.org/ 
 

ENCORE BRIDAL 
Encore Bridal is an upscale e-Boutique that offers a well edited selection of new, sample, and 
nearly-new wedding dresses from today’s most sought after designers. They believe that every 
bride deserves to feel her best while wearing the best, no matter what her budget. 
http://www.encorebridal.com  

 

MAKING  MEMORIES  AND  BRIDES  AGAINST  BREAST  CANCER  
You can donate your old, gently used wedding gown to a great cause, Making Memories and 
Brides Against Breast Cancer, instead of letting it take up closet space and collect moths. The 
thousands of donations they receive from designers, manufacturers, bridal shops, and 
individuals worldwide enables Making Memories to grant final wishes to women and men 
suffering from terminal breast cancer. 
http://www.bridesagainstbreastcancer.org/ 

http://usedcardboardboxes.com/�
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Did You Know? 
Unfortunately, broken glass and 

drinking glasses cannot be 
recycled.  Check your local 

phone listings for stained glass 
manufacturers or companies 

accepting scrap building 
supplies. Otherwise, put all 

broken glass into a container or 
wrap it in something going into 

the trash can. 

 

 
Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 

 

PRE-OWNED WEDDING DRESSES 
Listings on Preowned Wedding Dresses are posted for 12 months (or until your gown sells), and 
no commission is charged on the sale price. 
http://www.preownedweddingdresses.com/    

 

PRICELESS GOWN PROJECT 
Bridal or prom gowns can be donated to the Priceless Gown Project and then be used by others 
who might otherwise never get to have that special moment in life. 
http://www.pricelessgownproject.org/ 

 
BROCHURES 

 

 

 

 

 
BROKEN GLASS 

 

Did You Know? 
Brochures can be recycled along with all of your magazines.  Learn to 

say “no thank you” the next time someone offers you a brochure, 
especially if you don’t need it or plan to use it. 

 

http://www.preownedweddingdresses.com/�
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BROOMS AND MOPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BUILDING MATERIALS 

(Including Carpet and Rugs) 

BUILD IT GREEN! 
Build It Green (BIG) takes your unwanted and good condition building materials, from wood and 
doors to appliances, plumbing fixtures and windows, and they offer them at discounted prices 
for resale.  In the year 2008, they kept 450 tons of materials out of the landfill; all proceeds from 
BIG go to support environmental education programs at Solar 1, bringing lectures, renewable 
energy education and arts events to local schools.  
http://www.bignyc.org/donationlist 

 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY RESTORE  
The Habitat for Humanity ReStore accepts  
donations of construction materials; they are  
raising awareness of the environmental impacts  
of house building and promoting builders to be  
good stewards of natural resources. 
http://www.habitat.org/cd/env/restore.aspx 

 

Did You Know? 
Reuse is your best bet for brooms 
and mops.  If your used brooms 

and mops are in good condition, of 
course local shelters can always 
use them, or perhaps your child’s 
teacher or preschool.  Here are 

some practical uses for them once 
they are completely beyond repair: 
http://www.ehow.com/how_454794

6_recycle-old-brooms.html 
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Did You Know? 
Check with your favorite 

pet store or animal shelter 
to donate cages.  Consider 
lots of reuse ideas; you 

just have to get creative to 
find an interesting, 

practical or decorative way 
to reuse your old cages. 

 

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 

RESOURCE YARD 
ReSource accepts donations of reusable building materials and then resells them to the public 
at great prices.  Everything at ReSource has been donated by homeowners, businesses, 
contractors or deconstruction experts. 

 

http://www.resourceyard.org/ 

COLLEGE HUNKS HAULING JUNK 
Are you renovating or installing new carpet and need the old carpet removed? College Hunks 
Hauling Junk offers carpet removal services. Their professionally trained team will do all the 
work for you, including tearing up the old carpet and pads and recycling it for you. 

 

http://www.collegehunkshaulingjunk.com/business-services/junk-removal/carpet-
removal?gclid=CK-Z1qPDqaUCFcFk7AodOgNGaQ  

ANTRON 
In corporate and business offices, carpet is changed every 5-7 years on average and 3.5 billion 
pounds of carpet are put in US landfills every year!  When you remodel, insist on recycling the 
waste, and check with Antron for how-to tips. 
http://www.antron.net/content/how_to/ant02_07.shtml 
 

CARPET AMERICA RECOVERY EFFORT 
The Carpet America Recovery Effort offers locations and sites across the U.S. that will recycle 
carpet.   
http://www.carpetrecovery.org/waste.php 

 
CAGES 
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CAMERAS AND EQUIPMENT 

(Also, see Electronics) 
EPSON 
Epson only accepts Epson products: cameras, printers, scanners, digital cameras, laptops, and 
projectors. The fee for this service is $10 per item. You pack the item and mail it to them, using 
their form, UPS ground. Just fill out a form on their website and they will send a pre-paid 
shipping label through the mail and a $5 coupon per item returned for a purchase at the Epson 
store. 
http://www.epson.com/recycle  
 

 

RECYCLING FOR CHARITIES 
Recycling for Charities recycles your old electronic devices and makes a donation to a charity 
(you choose from a list on their website) on your behalf for each item you collect and send to 
them. They accept digital cameras, PDAs, Palm Pilots, cell phones, and iPods. The process is 
easy: download a shipping label and tax donation form from their website, attach the label to a 
box containing your donations, and ship it to them! 
http://www.recyclingforcharities.com/index.php 

 

AMERICAN BIRDING ASSOCIATION 
The American Birding Association 
collects new and used birding 
equipment through their conservation 
program, Birders’ Exchange. All 
equipment is distributed free of charge 
to those working to conserve birds and 
their habitats in the Neotropics. They 
distribute cameras, tripods, binoculars, 
spotting scopes, field guides to 
Neotropical birds, ornithology texts, 
laptop computers, and backpacks to 
researchers, educators, and 
conservationists for use in educating 
local citizens about bird conservation. 
http://www.aba.org/bex/items.html 

 

http://www.epson.com/recycle�
http://www.recyclingforcharities.com/index.php�
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E-BAY 
Every type of camera or accessories can be sold or bought at E-Bay, and it is a popular site for 
electronic purchases. 

 

http://photography.shop.ebay.com/ 

GAZELLE 
When you upgrade your electronic devices, sell the old ones instead of cluttering up your closet 
with unused equipment.  Gazelle buys used electronic equipment like digital cameras, camera 
lenses, camcorders, cell phones, laptops, desktops, LCD monitors, external drives, calculators, 
streaming media, home audio, projectors, gaming consoles, video games, Blu-Ray players,  
MP3 players, movies, PDAs, GPS devices and satellite radios. By answering a few questions 
about your item and indicating which accessories you have for the device, Gazelle will quote  
you a current market price for your item. They’ll even send you a postage paid box to ship the 
item to them. If your gadget turns out to have no value, you can still send it to Gazelle for 
recycling. Gazelle helps you get green and be green! 
http://174.129.238.65/recycle-and-sell-digital-cameras 

 

KEH CAMERA BROKERS 
KEH.com is America’s largest used camera and photographic equipment dealer. Their Online 
Sell/Trade System allows you to quickly get a quote for your used photographic equipment. In 
business in Atlanta Georgia since 1979, they pay top market value for clean, used gear.  
http://www.keh.com/ 

 

RECYCLING FOR CHARITIES 
At Recycling for Charities, they have events throughout the year where you can bring old 
cameras for recycling to a worthy charity. 
http://www.recyclingforcharities.com/index.php 

 

USED CAMERA BUYER 
In business since 2002, Used Camera Buyer offers free shipping and free, no-obligation instant 
quotes for your used camera equipment. The website claims the process is as easy as “point 
and shoot” photography to get cash for your old cameras. 
http://www.usedcamerabuyer.com/ 

 

 

http://pages.ebay.com/buy/guides/camera-selling-guide/�
http://photography.shop.ebay.com/�
http://photography.shop.ebay.com/�
http://174.129.238.65/recycle-and-sell-digital-cameras�
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CAR SEATS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
CELL PHONES 

(Also, see Electronics) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Did You Know? 
Car seats have an expiration date? Most 
manufacturers put a limit of six years 
from the date of manufacture, because 
the plastic, metal, and foam used to 
make the car seats start to break 
down. The manufacture date can be 

found on a sticker on the underside of 
the car seat; add six years and that’s 

the expiration date. 
 
 

Did You Know? 
Only one in 10 cell phones is recycled each year, and that 

means valuable—and toxic— materials like copper, plastics and 
heavy metals are being burned in trash incinerators or buried 

in landfills. Toxic materials are getting into our air and 
water. Cell phone recycling and wireless recycling programs 

keep valuable materials out of landfills, including an estimated 
$630,000 of precious metals from circuit boards, and enough 
copper from phone chargers to recover the Statue of Liberty, 
twice! According to the EPA, if Americans recycled the 100 

million cell phones that are no longer being used, enough 
energy would be saved to power more than 18,500 homes for 

a year. 
 

http://www.greenpeace.org/international/fungames/animations/what-s-lurking-in-your-mobile�
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BEFORE  YOU  DONATE OR RECYCLE 
YOUR  CELL  PHONE: 

1. Terminate your service; 
2. Clear the phone’s memory of all 

stored contacts and information; 
3.   Remove the SIM card from your     
 phone (if it has one). 

To learn more about preparing your phone 
for donation or recycling, visit 
Wireless…The New Recyclable™ website. 
This is a national, voluntary recycling 
program implemented by the wireless 
industry to facilitate environmentally 
responsible methods for consumers to 
dispose of unwanted cell phones. 

 
http://recyclewirelessphones.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=FAQ.main#Q3 

 

CELL PHONES FOR SOLDIERS 
By donating your used unwanted mobile phone to Cell Phones for Soldiers, troops overseas will 
get to call home for free. Cell Phones for Soldiers refurbishes and recycles cellular phones 
according to EPA standards. The proceeds are used to purchase calling cards for troops 
serving overseas. Since 2004, they have kept military families together by providing troops with 
more than 90 million minutes of free talk time. Print out a pre-paid mailing label or find a drop-off 
location.  
http://www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com 

 
 

GREEN PHONE 
GreenPhone makes it simple for people to give mobile phones a second shot at life by offering 
fast, free and eco-friendly ways to trade them in. 

 

http://www.greenphone.com  

 

 

http://recyclewirelessphones.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=FAQ.main#Q3�
http://www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com/�
http://www.greenphone.com/�
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EPA (ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY) 
The EPA has partnered with electronic 
manufacturers and retailers to provide 
opportunities for you to donate or recycle your 
phones, computers and televisions. 
http://www.epa.gov/osw/partnerships/plugin/ 
 

FLIP SWAP 
Flip Swap will pay you a small amount of cash; if 
your phone is broken or old, they will recycle it 
and plant a tree.   
http://www.flipswap.com 

RECYCLE FREE 
At Recycle Free, they take many items, including all models of mobile phones.  
http://www.recyclefree.com/ 
 

RECYCLING FOR CHARITIES 
At Recycling for Charities, they have events throughout the year where you can bring old cell 
phones for recycling to a worthy charity. 
http://www.recyclingforcharities.com/index.php 
 

RECYCLE WIRELESS PHONES 
Recycle Wireless Phones can help locate a center near you, find a charity you want to support 
and show you other options—mail-back programs and auctions where you can send your old 
cell phones.  
http://www.recyclewirelessphones.com  
 
 
SPRINT 
Proceeds from Sprint’s efforts to collect old cell phones go to help keep kids safe online. 
http://www.sprint.com/citizenship/commitment.html?id8=vanity:community 

 

VERIZON 
Verizon promotes recycling to help victims of domestic violence.  

http://aboutus.vzw.com/communityservice/hopeLine.html  

http://www.epa.gov/osw/partnerships/plugin/�
http://www.flipswap.com/�
http://www.recyclefree.com/�
http://www.recyclingforcharities.com/index.php�
http://www.recyclewirelessphones.com/�
http://www.sprint.com/citizenship/commitment.html?id8=vanity:community�
http://aboutus.vzw.com/communityservice/hopeLine.html�


 

© Melinda L. Anderson and Tracy S. Himes  All Rights Reserved 46  

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 

 
 

WIRELESS FOUNDATION 
CTIA – The Wireless Foundation is committed to minimizing the environmental impact of 
discarded cell phones. They have an extensive site of locations across the country to 
donate/recycle your old cell phone as well as pre-paid mailing labels to donate via mail free of 
charge. Proceeds are used to make grants to organizations working to end family violence.   
http://www.wirelessfoundation.org/CalltoProtect/dropoff.cfm 

 

YOU RENEW 
You Renew provides an easy way to get CASH for your old cell phones! 
http://www.yourenew.com/search/?q=cell+phone&utm_campaign=52&utm_term=170323
&utm_medium=yahoo&utm_source=trada&utm_content=8135161901_22025844013 

 
 

CHECKBOOKS 

 

 

 

 

 
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

HOLIDAY LEDS 
When you upgrade your old incandescent Christmas lights for energy efficient LED Christmas 
lights, Holiday LED’s will give you a 15% off coupon to use toward the purchase from their 
website.  Recycling your old lights is easy— just ship them in a cardboard box.  
http://www.holidayleds.com/holidayledscom_christmas_light_recycling_program 

 
 
 
 

 

Did You Know? 
If you have just a few old checkbooks to get rid of, add to the recycle bin or 

compost pile. If you have a large amount of checks to dispose of, many banks will 
allow you to return them for shredding. 

 

                 
                

      
 

 

http://www.wirelessfoundation.org/CalltoProtect/dropoff.cfm�
http://www.yourenew.com/search/?q=cell+phone&utm_campaign=52&utm_term=170323&utm_medium=yahoo&utm_source=trada&utm_content=8135161901_22025844013�
http://www.yourenew.com/search/?q=cell+phone&utm_campaign=52&utm_term=170323&utm_medium=yahoo&utm_source=trada&utm_content=8135161901_22025844013�
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CHRISTMAS LIGHT SOURCE 
All proceeds from their Christmas  
light recycling program are donated  
to Marine Toys for Tots Foundation.  
In addition, they will send you a 10%  
off coupon that can be used toward  
the purchase of new lights. 

source.com/Christmas-Lights-
http://www.christmas-light-

Recycling-Program_c_210.html

 

 

 
 
 

 
CLOCKS 

 

COLLECTIBLE CLOCK  
Your old clock could be a collectible; find out 
how valuable it is with an appraisal from 
Collectible Clock. 
http://www.collectibleclock.com  
 

SAVAGE AND POLITE’S ANTIQUE CLOCKS 
Get tips on buying or selling antique clocks, 
grandfather clocks, mantle clocks, wall clocks 
and more at the Savage and Polite’s Antique 
Clock website. 
http://www.antiqueclockspriceguide.com/   

 
 

http://www.christmas-light-source.com/Christmas-Lights-Recycling-Program_c_210.html�
http://www.christmas-light-source.com/Christmas-Lights-Recycling-Program_c_210.html�
http://www.christmas-light-source.com/Christmas-Lights-Recycling-Program_c_210.html�
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CLOTHING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIG BROTHER BIG SISTER FOUNDATION 
Just donate your resalable clothing or household items, and they’ll pick them up right at your 
doorstep. Then they’ll turn them into cash. Up to 100% of net proceeds go to match at-risk 
children with big brothers and sisters.. 
http://www.bbbsfoundation.org/web/pageDetail.aspx?pgID=home

 

  

BUSTLE  DRESS 
You can sell your antique vintage clothing or Victorian style items from the Victorian era, 
including accessories, at the Bustle Dress website.  
http://www.bustledress.com/cgi-bin/z.pl/reset/index.html 
 

CAREER  CLOSET 
Career Closet provides interview-appropriate clothing 
to disadvantaged women entering the workforce. 
They accept business attire, shoes, jewelry, scarves 
and coats. Plus size clothing is needed. See website 
for locations to send or drop items off.  
http://www.careercloset.org/ 

 

CAREER  GEAR 
Men’s suits and business attire are taken to Career 
Gear, and they help men in several areas in the U.S. 
to get and keep jobs.  Gently used, of course. 
http://careergear.org/suiting 

Did You Know 
According to the IRS, for donations made after August 17, 2006, clothing and 
household goods given to any charity must be in “good condition or better” in 

order take a valid tax deduction.  However, they do not define "good condition".  
A limited exception in the IRS ruling allows you to deduct a single item in "less 

than good" condition if the item is appraised at more than $500.  It's interesting 
to note that in 2003, clothing represented 48% of tax deductions from donations. 
 

http://www.bustledress.com/cgi-bin/z.pl/reset/index.html�
http://www.careercloset.org/�
http://careergear.org/suiting�
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DRESS FOR SUCCESS  
Dress for Success is an international not-for-profit organization that promotes the economic 
independence of disadvantaged women by providing professional attire, a network of support 
and the career development tools to help women thrive in work and in life. To date, Dress for 
Success has helped more than 550,000 women work towards self-sufficiency. 

 

http://www.dressforsuccess.org 

FAIRY GODMOTHERS  
Fairy Godmothers gives formal gowns, long bridesmaid dresses, dresses, shoes, evening bags 
and jewelry to high school girls from low-income families for their proms. Dresses must be 
fashionable and in great condition. This organization distributes dresses in the East Coast area. 
http://www.fairygodmothersinc.com/  

 
GOODWILL INDUSTRIES 
Goodwill helps people earn a living, improve their lives, and strengthen their families and 
communities. With stores all over the U.S., it is easy to donate your gently used clothing at their 
drive up locations or drop boxes. 
http://www.goodwill.org   

 

LET’S START 
At Let’s Start, they help women who are transitioning from prisons to the community, with much 
needed business attire to get them started out on the right foot. 
http://www.letsstart.org/ 

 

MAKING MEMORIES BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION  
The foundation of Making Memories Breast Cancer Foundation sells used  
wedding dresses around the country to fulfill the wishes of terminally ill breast cancer patients. 
They accept gowns, bridesmaids dresses, shoes, jewelry and other wedding accessories.  

 

http://www.makingmemories.org/ 

ONE WARM COAT  
Give coats to people in need at One Warm Coat.  They have locations around the country. Go 
to the One Warm Coat website to find a location in your area and to organize a coat drive.  

 

http://www.onewarmcoat.org/   

http://www.dressforsuccess.org/�
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PATAGONIA 
Through their Common Threads Garment Recycling Program, Patagonia will recycle customers 
worn out Capilene® Performance Baselayers, Patagonia fleece, Polartec® fleece from other 
manufacturers and Patagonia organic cotton T-shirts. Items can be dropped off at retail stores 
or sent to their Service Center in Reno, NV.  

 

www.patagonia.com/recycle  

SALVATION ARMY FAMILY STORES  
The Salvation Army provides quality clothing, furniture and other goods to the community at 
bargain prices.  They will provide a free pick up.  Click on “Donate Now” to get started. 
http://www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/www_usn_2.nsf/vw-local/Home  

 

SWAP-O-RAMA-RAMA 
A clothing swap and series of do-it-yourself workshops can be found at Swap-O-Rama-Rama, in 
which a community explores creative reuse through the recycling of used clothing. Learn to sew, 
embroider, crochet, knit, etc., while you create your own clothing style. 

   

http://www.swaporamarama.org 

THE WOMEN’S ALLIANCE 
The Women’s Alliance has alliance organizations around the country that provide business-
attire clothing to low income women.   
http://www.thewomensalliance.org/ 

 

VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION   
The Vietnam Veterans Association will pick up your clothing (and most household goods) from 
your doorstep, sell it to privately owned retailers through a bidding process, and use the 
proceeds for serving the needs of Vietnam veterans and their families.  The VVA, formed in the 
late 1970s, has a national membership of over 51,000 veterans. 
www.clothingdonations.org 

 

 

 

 

http://www.patagonia.com/recycle�
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COATS 
(Also, see Clothing) 

 
 
HUMANE SOCIETY 
The Humane Society will take your fur coats and 
use them in cages with orphaned animals,  
acting like a "surrogate" to young ones who need 
them.   
http://www.hsus.org/furfree/campaigns/c4c/ 

 

ONE WARM COAT 
A One Warm Coat drive is an easy and 
convenient way to help people in need in your 
community. Their goal is to provide any person in 
need with a warm coat, free of charge. 
http://www.onewarmcoat.org 

 
COINS 

(Also, see Collectibles) 

COIN RESOURCE  
Email Coin Resource your "sell list" and they will let you know the price they are willing to pay. 

http://www.coinresource.com/sell_coins.htm    
 

HERITAGE AUCTION GALLERIES 
Heritage Auction Galleries will auction your rare coins for you on a consignment basis.  
http://www.coins.ha.com/common/sell.php 

 

SPECIAL KIDS FUND   
Your donation of coins and coin collections go toward supporting the Special Kids Fundraising 
program, which helps to provide compassionate care for the medically, educationally and 
developmentally challenged. 
http://www.specialkidsfund.org/collectibles.htm 

 

http://www.hsus.org/furfree/campaigns/c4c/�
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TABER NUMISMATICS 
Taber Numismatics offers free 
appraisals and shipping for your 
coins and precious metals. 
http://www.tabercoins.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COLLECTIBLES 

 

COLLECTIBLES WITH CAUSES 
Look to Collectibles with Causes for several 
resources to donate collections to good causes.  
Your donated collections can benefit lives of 
children worldwide, disease research, education 
programs, homeless and other worthy causes. 
They accept your collectible stamps, coins, 
antique furniture, artwork and more. 
http://www.collectibleswithcauses.org/ 

 

HERITAGE AUCTION GALLERIES 
At Heritage Auction Galleries, they will auction 
your rare coins for you on a consignment basis. 
They also buy and sell vintage comics, original 
comic art, movie posters, illustration art, vintage 
sports cards and memorabilia, antique silver, 
decorative arts, fine art, music and entertainment memorabilia, rare books, manuscripts, 
historical artifacts, civil war, photography, space memorabilia, and many other collectibles. 
http://www.coins.ha.com/common/sell.php 

http://www.tabercoins.com/�
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COLORING BOOKS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A PLACE FOR MOM 
Don't throw away old coloring books, 
even if they are partially used.  Find a 
local nursing home in this link; they 
can always use crafts and coloring 
supplies.  
http://www.aplaceformom.com 

 

 
COMICS 

COMIC LINK 
The mission at Comic Link is to help sellers maximize their return when selling a collection, 
individual comic book or comic art. 
http://www.comiclink.com/ 

 

COLLECTIBLES WITH CAUSES 
Look to Collectibles with Causes for several resources to donate collections to good causes.  
Your donated comic books or comic book art can benefit lives of children worldwide, disease 
research, education programs, homeless and other worthy causes. 
http://www.collectibleswithcauses.org/ 

Did You Know? 
Children who love to color don’t care if the book is new or not, so there’s never 
an excuse for throwing these away half-filled.  Some of us adults even enjoy 
coloring in times of stress.  There’s still joy left in your old coloring books, so 

share them rather than letting them get trashed. 

http://www.aplaceformom.com/�
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SHOWCASE NEW ENGLAND 
At Showcase New England, they mainly buy large collections and pre-1980 collections. 

 

http://www.showcasene.com/Sell.htm 

COMICS FOR CASH 
Whether it is just one, or a whole collection, they are interested in paying you for old comic 
books, hence the name, “Comics for Cash.” 
http://www.comicsforcash.com/main2.php 

 

FANTASY COMICS 
Bid, buy and sell old comic books with just a few clicks at Fantasy Comics. 
http://www.fantasy-comics.com/ 

 

HERITAGE AUCTION 
Heritage  Auction  will  provide  a confidential evaluation of your entire collection or just a single 
piece.   

 

http://www.comics.ha.com/common/sell.php  

CFL’S—COMPACT FLORESCENT BULBS 
(Also, see Lights, Bulbs, and Lamps) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
If you have a CFL bulb that breaks, it is very important that you handle it according to the EPA's 
latest findings and don't just sweep or vacuum it up.  
http://www.epa.gov/cfl/cflcleanup.html  

Did You Know? 
Those new kind of bulbs, the "pigtail" or "squirrely bulbs"—whatever you call 

them—they make a lot of sense to purchase and use, as they use so much less 
energy than the traditional bulbs, possibly 50% less.  However, they contain small 
amounts of Mercury, so never throw them in the trash.  Local hardware stores 

may also take them as a recycling service. 
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ENERGY STAR 
Energy Star has some helpful information on the new compact fluorescent bulbs, their 
usefulness and disposal options. 
http://www.energystar.gov/ia/partners/promotions/change_light/downloads/Fact_Sheet_
Mercury.pdf  

 

HOME DEPOT 
Just put your old (unbroken) CFL bulbs in a plastic bag and drop them off into the boxes 
provided at your local Home Depot.  They will insure that they are recycled and disposed of in 
an environmentally- friendly manner. 

 

http://www6.homedepot.com/ecooptions 

LAMP RECYCLE 
It is important that any product containing mercury be properly managed when it becomes 
waste to protect public health and the environment. At Lamp Recycle, easy and convenient 
options exist for both businesses and consumers to recycle mercury-containing lamps. 
http://www.Lamprecycle.org   

 
COMPUTERS 

(Also, see Electronics) 

 

COMPUTER RECYCLING CENTER 
At Computer Recycling Center, they promote the 
highest and best re-use of computer and 
electronic equipment, and recycle unusable items 
to keep them out of landfills. 

 

http://www.crc.org/ 

COMPUTERS WITH CAUSES 
Computers with Causes provides a way to help a 
school lab or library, foster home, animal shelter or 
community center, while you get a tax deduction 
and a free vacation (no sales gimmick). 
http://www.computerswithcauses.org 

http://www.energystar.gov/ia/partners/promotions/change_light/downloads/Fact_Sheet_Mercury.pdf�
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Did You Know? 
Because of the recent influx of bio-diesel as an alternative to gasoline, used 
cooking oil is in demand. Many jurisdictions have drop-offs, but be sure to 
prepare it properly.  First, cool off the oil in the pan and then place it into a 
clean container with a tight lid, free of water, soap or food scraps.  Do a 
search in your local area to see the best course of action for recycling your oil, 
as every jurisdiction is different and it changes regularly. 
 

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 

 
EPA  (ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY) 
The Environmental Protection Agency has partnered with electronic manufacturers and retailers 
to provide opportunities for you to donate or recycle your phones, computers and televisions. 

 

http://www.epa.gov/osw/partnerships/plugin  

THE ON IT FOUNDATION 
The “Opportunities Necessary to Increase Technology” Foundation’s mission is dedicated to 
providing free computers along with computer training and Internet access to low-income 
families with students in grades K-12 who receive a free or reduced school lunch and reside 
within the United States.  Donate any used computers, hardware or software. 
http://www.theonitfoundation.org 
 

RECYCLES 
Here, you can post your computer or other office/classroom supplies and they list it for donation. 
You can anonymously choose the non-profit organization that you want to receive the donation. 
http://www.recycles.org 
 

WORLD COMPUTER EXCHANGE 
At World Computer Exchange, your donated computers and funds connect youth in schools, 
libraries, refugee camps and community centers in over 65 developing countries throughout the 
world.  The effortless task by each of us to simply donate our used computers can help 
thousands of less fortunate societies with education opportunities…at the same time keep the 
millions of US computers trashed each year OUT of the landfills.  
 http://www.worldcomputerexchange.org/  

 
COOKING OIL 
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Did You Know? 
Cork comes from a cork oak tree that never gets cut down.  These oak trees 
produce a sustainable crop of cork, sometimes lasting over 200 years. Cork 

forests are crucial; they provide a wooded grassland habitat which houses at least 
42 bird species and 60 plant species.  Recycled cork finds new life in many 
different materials and items, shoe components, building materials, even soil 
amendment and under playground equipment.  Plastic corks are cheaper and 

recyclable—but so much more costly at the price of endangering the birds and 
plants.  So, drink up and choose the wood corks, then recycle them. 
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EARTH 911 
At Earth 911, find a local recycling center plus “10 Things to Know About Recycling Cooking 
Oil”. Tossing what seems to be a little bit of kitchen waste in the trash or down the drain can 
harm wildlife and wreak havoc on local sewage systems. 

 

http://earth911.com/recycling/household/cooking-oil/10-things-to-know-about-recycling-
cooking-oil/A 

 
 

COOKWARE 
 
CALPHALON 
If you purchase new cookware, Calphalon will pay to 
ship old pans to them, where they will recycle them 
properly. This is a good trade off if you are in the 
market for new pots and pans. 
http://www.cookware.com/Recycle-Your-Old-
Cookware-with-Calphalon-ReNew!-A1094.html

 

 

EARTH 911 
Teflon pans are hard to dispose of properly; we found 
only a few tips for recycling Teflon coated cookware. 
http://earth911.com/news/2010/10/11/how-to-
recycle-your-old-cookware
 

 

 
CORKS 
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CORK REHARVEST 
At Cork Reharvest, they are dedicated to the protection and sustainability of the Mediterranean 
cork forests and families that have worked the cork forests for generations.   
http://www.corkreharvest.org 

 

RECORK 
ReCork recycles corks, helps educate people on the importance of renewable sources and 
forests, and ultimately makes shoe soles.  Check this link to see if they have a collection area 
near you. 
http://www.recork.org/ 

 

TERRACYCLE 
Send in your old corks and Terracycle will make something unique from them, plus give you 
$.02 for each cork.  Terracycle is used for school and community fundraisers, teaching children 
the importance of reusing and recycling.  They have 32  brigades currently, including candy and 
cookie wrappers, yogurt cups, chips, energy bars, even cell phones, scotch tape, gum, and 
Neosporin tubes! 
http://www.terracycle.net/ 

 
COSMETICS 

 

AVEDA 
Aveda accepts all types of lids for recycling (including milk, ketchup and much more) and may 
take other Aveda containers; just check your local listings.  Try your local Aveda Institute as 
well, if you have their products and are trying to recycle unused portions. 

 

http://www.aveda.com/aboutaveda/caps.tmpl?ngextredir=1 

BACK TO MAC 
Return your MAC Cosmetics to a retail counter (or online) and they’ll give you a FREE lipstick 
as their thanks for recycling. 

 

http://www.maccosmetics.com/giving_back/btm_return_packaging.tmpl 
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Did You 
Know? 

School or 
community 

theaters, local 
drama clubs, 

etc., are 
great places 

to donate your 
used 

costumes. 
 

 

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 
 
 
 
CHARTREUSE 
Chartreuse offers organic products 
and has a vision to “build a better 
world.” They will accept your organic 
facial care and cosmetic packaging 
back for reuse and/or recycling if you 
return it to the company or to your 
local Eco-Consultant. 
http://verdemom.com/ 

 

ORIGINS 
At Origins, they accept empty cosmetic containers of ANY brand.  Just take them to your 
nearest retail store; they recycle the containers for energy recovery in the interest of keeping 
them out of landfills. 

 

http://www.origins.com/customer_service/aboutus.tmpl#/Commitment 

COSTUMES 
(Also, see Clothing) 

 

 

http://verdemom.com/�
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FREE COSTUMES FOR KIDS 
Free Costumes for Kids, in association with Gigaweb.com, has a goal to provide new and gently 
used Halloween costumes to needy kids in Palm Beach County, Florida.  It is their hope that the 
program can be duplicated throughout the country.  Since 2009, they have provided over 1,000 
costumes to deserving children. Their slogan is "Changing lives, one costume at a time."  
http://freecostumesforkids.org/ 

 

 

CRAYONS 
 
 

CRAYON CAN 
The Crayon Can takes old, broken crayons and reforms 
them into new shapes.  If you’re in the area, they will pick 
up; otherwise, mail to them.  
http://www.crayoncan.com/ 

 

CRAZY CRAYONS 
Crazy Crayons takes unwanted, rejected, broken crayons 
to a better place, where they’ll be recycled into fresh, new 
crayons!  Crazy Crayons has drop-off bins across the 
nation. 
 
 
http://www.crazycrayons.com/recycle_program.html  

INSTRUCTABLES 
Make new crayons with help from Instructables. Don’t throw away those old broken pieces, save 
them and make new, fun-shaped crayons for gifts and packaging ideas, stocking stuffers, etc. 
http://www.instructables.com/id/SXGEWHEFPQLBRBW/ 

 

TOOLS FOR SCHOOLS 
The Tools for Schools program accepts old and broken pieces of crayons. Make them into 
“super crayons” for use by children with special needs; they also accept your old mint tins, 
which are then used for crayon storage, as they are the perfect size to fit 12 crayons. 
http://www.scarceecoed.org/rescue-programs/super-crayons.html 
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Did You Know? 
Cutting these up is an important step in financial freedom, but consider the 

landfill before doing so.  What else can you do with them?  Most are made from 
PVC, a vinyl compound that cannot be recycled.  Find a creative way to reuse 

them.  Consider using them to apply Spackle to walls or wood; scrape ice off your 
windshield; cut them up for guitar picks; remove dried-on spills from pots, pans 

and countertops. 
 

 

 
Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 

 
CREDIT CARDS 

 

 
CROCS 

CROCS CARES 
Formerly named Soles United, the manufacturer 
of Crocs will recycle your old ones into new ones 
and donate them to underprivileged families. 
 While they are revamping their program at the 
time of this publication, they are still contributing to 
areas in need, such as Haiti and Afghanistan.  We 
believe you can still mail old crocs to them at: 
Crocs Recycling West, 3375 Enterprise Ave.,  
Bloomington CA 92316.  Check out their blog for 
the latest information. 
 http://blog.crocs.com/ 

 
 

 
DENTURES 

NEW EYES FOR THE NEEDY 
At  New  Eyes  For  The  Needy,  they  accept  donations of dentures with gold inlays. They are  
dedicated to helping needy children and adults in the US and around the globe, and their 
collection efforts means that there is no longer a need for those old dentures to go to the landfill. 
 

http://blog.crocs.com/�
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Mail your denture contributions to the  
New  Eyes  for  the  Needy  warehouse  
in  NJ in  padded envelopes or boxes, 
and the cost of shipping is tax-
deductible. They also accept plastic 
eyeglasses and sunglasses in good 
condition, metal eyeglasses in any 
condition, hearing aids, pairs of 
prescription lenses, watches, silver and 
gold jewelry, costume jewelry, and 
silverware and giftware.  

 
http://www.neweyesfortheneedy.org/ 

 

 
DOLLS 

DEBRA’S DOLLS  
Debra’s Dolls will buy, sell, appraise and repair old antique dolls, and they take accessories, 
dollhouses, etc. 
http://www.debrasdolls.com/sellers.html 
 

THE LITTLE DOLL HOUSE 
Here's where your old Barbies need to go. The Little 
Doll House will buy outright or you can get them 
auctioned. 
http://www.littledoll.com/sell/sell.htm 
 

SAVE THE DOLLS 
At Save the Dolls, a lady in California (who has 
been recycling dolls for over 40 years) shows how 
to find second hand dolls in good shape, and 
recycle them.  There are instructions for cleaning 
and fixing them up, and then sewing them a new 
wardrobe and small quilt.  Then she suggests where 
one can donate them to local charities and 
organizations.  
http://www.savethedolls.org 
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Did You Know? 
Statistics show that the average 
American family of 4 uses around 41 
dozen egg cartons each year; that’s 
about 1.4 pounds of polystyrene 
foam cartons.  While we haven’t 
found any online options, you can 
mail them here for recycling, and 
they are so lightweight it won’t cost 
very much in shipping: 

Dolco Packaging 
252 Hosea Road 

Lawrenceville, GA  30045 
 

 
Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 

 
DRESSES 

(Also, see Clothing) 

DONATE MY DRESS 
At Donate my Dress, you can find a local “dress drive” or create your own, and these donated 
beauties are then given to teenage girls who otherwise might miss their prom night.  They also 
have peripheral services such as mentoring young girls, prevention of AIDS/HIV, saving the 
planet and even more. 
www.donatemydress.org 

 

HOUSING WORKS 
Donate high-end apparel, cocktail dresses, etc to this thrift store, Housing Works, located in NY 
City; proceeds go to help 2500+ homeless New Yorkers with HIV. 
http://www.housingworks.org/donate/ 

 
EGG CARTONS 
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PROCESSION SPECIES 
At Procession Species, they rely on donated materials that can be “magically turned into art” to 
run Community Art Workshops.  Check their wish list; it includes many different items, including 
egg cartons. 
http://www.procession.org/Recycle.php 

 
ELECTRONICS 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

BASEL  ACTION  NETWORK 
The BAN (Basel Action Network) website has a list of companies that have signed the 
Electronic Recycler's Pledge of True Stewardship, a pledge to maintain strict criteria for 
sustainable and socially just electronics recycling.  See your local area by state. 

 

www.ban.org/pledge/Locations.html. 

PROJECT  KOPEG 
At Project KOPEG, they offer an e-waste recycling and fundraising program that can help you 
raise funds for your organization. Recycle iPods, MP3 players, cell phones and chargers, digital 
cameras, PDAs, palm pilots, and more. 
http://www.projectkopeg.com 

 

GREEN DISK 
Green Disk makes recycling easy for all of your CDs, jewel cases, DVDs, audio and video 
tapes, pagers, rechargeable and single-use batteries, PDAs, and ink/toner cartridges. For just a 
few dollars, you can ship in your own boxes, or for larger loads or company collection sites, 
Green Disk will send you a cardboard “Technotrash” box in which you can ship them up to 70 
pounds of any of the above. Your fee covers the box as well as shipping and recycling fees. 
www.greendisk.com. 

Did You Know? 
On America Recycles Day November 15, 2010, the White House Administration 

established a task force to prepare a national strategy for responsible 
electronic stewardship. Electronic waste (aka “e-waste”) contributes about 70% 

of the toxic garbage in our nation’s landfills. 
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ECO  PHONES 
Eco Phones is a fundraiser that generates income from recycling.  You can earn up to $300 per 
Cell Phone and up to $5 per Ink Jet and get paid for every item. 

 

http://www.ecophones.com/ 

COLLECTIVE GOOD  
Get paid to recycle your electronics at Collective Good. You can keep the money, or donate it to 
one of their charity partners, and they make the process free and easy to use. 
http://www.collectivegood.com/ 

 

COMPUTER TAKE BACK 
Your best recycling option is to see if there is an e-Steward near you. E-Stewards are recyclers 
who agree to operate under strict environmental controls, to follow worker safety protections, 
and to not export toxic e-waste to developing countries.  They have a full list of take-back 
programs listed here by TV and computer manufacturers. 
http://computertakeback.com/ 

 

CRAIGSLIST 
Craigslist has just about everything you 
would ever want, and it is easy to use.  Just 
set up an account and go through the steps 
to list your item(s), completely FREE.  Set 
the website to your local area before you 
search, to limit the options. 
http://www.craigslist.com 
 

DELL COMPUTERS 
Customers who use the service receive 
online discounts good for future purchases. 
Dell has partnered with the National 
Cristina Foundation (NCF) to help disabled 
and economically disadvantaged children 
and adults receive the gift of technology. 
They have partnered with Fed Ex to provide 
FREE at-home pick up service, so it 
couldn't be any easier! 
www.dell4me.com/recycling 
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E-BAY 
There’s always the “E-BAY WAY” for selling your computers, accessories and software.  They 
buy and sell old cell phones and computers, to help eliminate “e-waste.” 
http://pages.ebay.com/rethink/index.html 

  

ELECTRONIC INDUSTRIES ALLIANCE     
The Electronic Industries Alliance provides consumers with information on recycling and 
opportunities for reusing used electronics. The website includes state and local collection 
programs, charitable organizations and recyclers that accept used electronics.  

 

http://www.eia.org/  

GAZELLE 
Gazelle provides easy cash for your gadgets…cell phones, MP3’s, computers, GPS, 
etc…working or in need of repair, they will find a good cause or dispose of properly for you. 
They will remove personal data for you and reset to factory settings (see Costco affiliation). 
http://www.gazelle.com 

 
 
COSTCO 
If you are a Costco member, they make it even more profitable and easy to dispose of 
electronics; in exchange, you will get a cash card good for anything at Costco warehouses or 
online.  Costco has partnered with Gazelle to offer this service and will pay Costco members 
about 2.5% more for their old electronics than through their normal service.  They offer free 
shipping and will even send you a box for most items.  Type “recycle” in the search engine to 
find items to match yours and print mailing labels for them. 
http://www.costco.com 
 

NATIONAL CRISTINA FOUNDATION 
National Cristina Foundation is dedicated to the support of training through donated technology. 
Donated computers and other technology are matched to charities, schools and public agencies 
in all 50 states, Canada, and in many countries around the world. 

 

http://www.cristina.org/  

NEXT  WORTH 
At Next Worth, they pay you for your old phone and electronic equipment, or if they deem it has 
no value they will cover the cost to ship it to them for recycling.  Trade in values range as high 
as $340 and average $25-$30. 
http://www.nextworth.com/ 
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PC’S FOR SCHOOLS 
PC’s for Schools will take your donated equipment, rebuild it and give it to non-profits and 
schools, and recycle all unused parts. 
http://www.pcrr.com/pcsforschools.asp 

 

RECYCLE FOR BREAST CANCER  
Recycle for Breast Cancer provides a FREE recycling program so that anyone, anywhere, can 
participate. Free prepaid shipping labels, envelopes, collection boxes or they will send a truck to 
your home or business. 
http://www.recycleforbreastcancer.org/ 

 

RECYCLES  
Recycles is a national exchange network (Buy-Sell-Trade Network), focused on assisting local 
teachers, technicians, schools, churches, and nonprofit groups interested in recycling and 
reusing computers, laptops, office, and school equipment. 
http://www.recycles.org 

  

RECYCLE  NET 
At Recycle Net, you can BUY/SELL/TRADE computers, phones, radios, televisions, etc. 
http://www.recycle.net/computer/index.html  

 

RECYCLE TECHS 
A Washington based company, Recycle Techs specializes in computer sales and recycling of 
retired computer and office equipment. 
http://www.recycletechs.com  

 

SONY 
From cameras to televisions, the Sony Take-Back program gives Sony customers a free and 
convenient way to recycle up to five Sony products per day by dropping them off at designated  
Waste Management e-Cycling drop-off centers throughout the country. 
http://www.wm.com/WM/takeback/sony/index.asp 
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TECH SOUP 
"The technology place for nonprofits" offers comprehensive listings of places to find recycled 
computer hardware for your nonprofit organization. Tech Soup also offers legal software and 
operating systems for nonprofits. 

 

http://www.techsoup.org/ 

TOSHIBA 
The Trade-In and Recycle Program by Toshiba provides you with a way to trade-in or recycle 
used, working technology products (any manufacturer) in exchange for a cash refund by mail.   
http://toshiba.eztradein.co m/toshiba 

 

WORLD COMPUTER EXCHANGE 
World Computer Exchange has reused donated computers to provide learning labs in 2,600 
schools, libraries and youth centers that connect one million young people per year. 
http://www.worldcomputerexchange.org/ 

 

YOU RENEW 
You Renew provides an easy way to get cash for your electronics, phones, gaming systems, 
iPods, etc. 

  

http://www.yourenew.com 

 
ENTERTAINMENT MEMORABILIA 

 

HERITAGE AUCTIONS   
Costumes, instruments, props, movie memorabilia, and many other collectibles are auctioned 
off at Heritage Auctions.  They love the old movie posters and offer consignment and auctions. 
http://entertainment.ha.com/ 
http://movieposters.ha.com/common/sell.php 
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EXERCISE EQUIPMENT 

 

USED STUFF EXCHANGE 
At Used Stuff Exchange, the name explains the 
service:  here’s where you can get some money for 
those never-used treadmills, rowing machines and 
stationary bikes…or trade them in to buy other 
equipment you want. 

   

http://used.recycle.net/a/7005.html?affilid=100048 

 
EXPIRED CANNED GOODS 

 

 

 

 

 
EXTENSION CORDS 

(Also, see Building Materials and Electronics) 
 

 

 

 

ECOCYCLE 
EcoCycle provides a center for hard-to-recycle materials, but thus far are only located in 
Colorado.  Great place for a road trip! Check the website link to be sure of the latest technology, 
center locations and ideas. 
http://www.ecocycle.org/charm/index.cfm 

Did You Know? 
Due to health regulations there really is no good option with these, except to 
clean out the ingredients, rinse the can and put in the recycle bin. In the future, 
try to remember to check your pantry on a quarterly basis—maybe when the 
seasons change—to use up canned goods prior to their expiration. 
 
 

Did You Know? 
For broken cords, check with your local jurisdiction or companies specializing in 

electrical component recycling.  For large quantities, scrap metal yards will usually 
pay something for the copper found in these cords. 
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EYEGLASSES 

ONESIGHT 
OneSight is a family of charitable programs dedicated to providing primary vision care and 
glasses to those in need around the world and here at home. Each year OneSight hand-delivers 
high-quality recycled glasses to tens of thousands of patients in need during their Global Clinics. 
You can help by donating your gently used glasses at any partnering retail store, including 
LensCrafters, Pearle Vision, Sears Optical, Target Optical, Sunglass Hut, ILORI or Optical Shop 
of Aspen.  
http://www.onesight.org 

 

LIONS CLUB INTERNATIONAL 
If you have used prescription glasses, nonprescription glasses or sunglasses in your drawers, 
desks, or closets, you can donate them to the Lions Club and help a child read, an adult 
maintain a job, or a Senior Citizen maintain her independence. Children’s glasses are especially 
needed, and both plastic and metal frames 
are accepted.  All you have to do is drop off 
your old eyewear to a collection box in your 
community (click the link for drop off 
locations), or mail them in to a Lions 
Eyeglass Recycling Center. 
http://www.lionsclubs.org 

 

NEW EYES FOR THE NEEDY  
Eyeglasses in good condition are sent to 
medical missions and international charitable 
organizations for distribution to the poor in 
developing nations through the New Eyes 
For The Needy program.  They accept 
prescription glasses, bifocals and even 
plastic sunglasses in good condition at New 
Eyes for the Needy. Proceeds from the sale 
of scrap metal, hearing aids, jewelry and 
giftware are also used to purchase new eyeglasses for Americans in need. Mail your eyeglass 
contributions to their NJ warehouse in padded envelopes or boxes and the cost of shipping is 
tax-deductible. 
http://www.neweyesfortheneedy.org/impact/recycle.html 
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Did You Know? 
You can drop off old 

eyeglasses to nationwide 
retailers like Lens Crafters, 
Pearle Vision, BJ’s Optical, 

Sears, and Target for 
recycling? They refurbish 

your old glasses and deliver 
them to people who need 

them in developing countries. 
 

 

 Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 

 

UNITE FOR SIGHT 
Unite For Sight supports eye clinics worldwide by 
investing human and financial resources in their social 
ventures to eliminate patient barriers to eye care. By 
partnering with local eye clinics, they have provided 
1,000,000 patients with eye care, sponsored 36,808 
surgeries and trained 7,500 volunteers. They accept 
donations of new reading or spherical-only distance 
glasses, or new or gently used non-prescription 
sunglasses. 
http://www.uniteforsight.org 

 

 

 
FILTERS 

(HVAC and Water) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
PRESERVE GIMME 5 
Preserve will recycle each collected Brita plastic pitcher filter casing into Preserve’s eco-friendly, 
100 percent recycled products such as toothbrushes, cups and cutting boards.  Dry the filter for 
3 days, wrap it in a plastic grocery bag and take it to the nearest Preserve Gimme 5 destination, 
found in Whole Foods Markets and other locations (or you can mail them in). Preserve uses 
sustainable design principles and 100% recycled materials to make every product (they also 
accept #5 plastics). 
http://www.preserveproducts.com/recycling/britafilters.html 

 

Did You Know? 
HVAC Filters are not easy to recycle.  Check with your retail supplier to see if 
they offer a recycling program.  You may want to consider a washable filter, or 
permanent filter, as they can be reused, saving the problem of disposal. Water 
Filters have the same problem.  Consider buying a reusable water filter, such as 

Brita.  Their cartridges can be recycled, so you conserve raw materials and 
reduce landfill waste.  Every cartridge that is recycled saves 102 grams of CO2 

(CO2 is Carbon Dioxide,  a heavy odorless gas that harms the environment).  
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FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 

 

 

 

EARTH911 
For old extinguishers, they are considered 
Hazardous Waste, so be sure to properly 
dispose of them with help from Earth 911. 

extinguisher/tips-on-the-disposal-of-fire-
http://earth911.com/hazardous/fire-

extinguishers/
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FLAGS 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 
It’s important to handle fire extinguishers correctly; so if they are still full, but 
in need of donating, try Freecycle or Craigslist, or ask your local schools or Scout 
Troops.  Never let fire extinguishers go to waste.   If you have old extinguishers 
that are not empty yet, check with your local fire department, as you may be 
able to have them recharged or refilled at no cost. 
 

Did You Know? 
You can take old, torn flags to your nearest Boy Scout or 

American Legion Post for proper disposal. 
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USA FLAGS 
At USA Flags, they have an easy to use, 
online flag donation tool, pairing your flag up 
with someone in need, local schools or other 
organizations.  Sign up is free and only 
requires a valid email address, just post your 
flag donation information on their site and 
then someone will contact you.  USA Flags 
sells Endurance Flags, which is a small 
family-owned business, devoted solely to 
making American and POW flags 
http://www.usaflags.net/donateaflag.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FOAM RUBBER 

(Also, see Building Materials) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 
If you have carpet padding, or other large pieces, there are some resources for 
collecting these (see Building Supplies). Foam rubber is difficult to recycle; if you 

have scraps, this web site offers  some practical ways to reuse this material. 
 

http://www.ehow.com/how_2145648_recycle-foam-rubber.html 
 

 

http://www.usaflags.net/donateaflag.html�
http://www.ehow.com/how_2145648_recycle-foam-rubber.html�
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Did You Know? 
According to the EPA, 
packaging from food 
makes up 32% of 
household trash.  
Unfortunately, 

cardboard or paper 
with any food stains 
currently cannot be 

recycled, nor can any 
plastic bags that food 
comes in, or candy or 
chip bags with mylar 

lining. 
 

 

 
Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 

 
FOOD AND FOOD PACKAGING 
(Also, see Aseptic Packaging) 

 

COMPOSTABLE BIO-PLASTICS 
Some plastic items are bio-degradable in your home compost 
bin or pile. Find a Composter offers a searchable database to 
locate a composting facility in your area. Explore the Resources 
Page, as well as links to international, federal, state and local 
composting and organics diversion initiatives.  
http://www.findacomposter.com 

 

GREEN WASTE 
The Green Waste website lists everything you need to start 
composting today, right in your city backyard or apartment—
regardless of how little space you have.   Improve your garden, 
window boxes and plant beds by recycling all your household 
organic waste, like fruit and vegetable peels, coffee grounds, tea 
bags, plant trimmings, grass clippings, leaves, egg shells. 
http://www.NYCCompost.org 
 

PRESERVE GIMME 5  
Preserve will recycle #5 plastics (like yogurt cups, hummus tubs) into Preserve’s eco-friendly, 
100 percent recycled products such as toothbrushes, cups and cutting boards.  Clean them out, 
save them up and drop them off at the nearest Preserve Gimme 5 destination, found in Whole 
Foods Markets and other locations (or you can mail them in). Preserve uses sustainable design 
principles and 100% recycled materials to make every product (they also accept #5 plastics). 

 

http://www.preserveproducts.com/recycling/britafilters.html 

TERRACYCLE 
Send in your used, empty food packaging and Terracycle will make something unique from it, 
plus give you $.02 or more for each item.  Terracycle is used for school and community 
fundraisers, teaching children the importance of reusing and recycling.  They have 28 brigades 
currently, including candy and cookie wrappers, yogurt cups, chips, energy bars, even cell 
phones, scotch tape and corks, gum, and Neosporin tubes! 
http://www.terracycle.net/ 

http://www.findacomposter.com/�
http://www.nyccompost.org/�
http://www.preserveproducts.com/recycling/britafilters.html�
http://www.terracycle.net/�
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SAN FRANCISCO GREASE CYCLE 
When you're done with used cooking oil or bacon fat, don't put it down the sink as oil and fat 
wreaks havoc in the local plumbing lines.  You can find places to drop it off at San Francisco 
Grease Cycle (check your local listings for similar businesses coming to your area).  Many 
people are looking to reuse it for biofuel, a growing method of powering vehicles, and programs 
are starting up all over the country to collect used oil for better purposes than clogging drains. 
http://www.sfgreasecycle.org 

 
VIRGINIA BEACH SPCA 
They’ll take your used frying oil: olive, sunflower, canola, peanut and vegetable (no animal 
based oils), and use the oil to power their “Neuter Scooter” that serves to bring spay/neuter 
services and low cost vaccines to people with pets in surrounding areas.  Their “Going Green” 
campaign expands on the Virginia Beach SPCA philosophy of keeping the environment clean. 
http://www.vbspca.com/modules/vbspcadonate/item.php?itemid=11 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do You Know! 
The Daily Green offers many different, creative suggestions and alternate uses 

for old food and items listed below: 

Ketchup 
Things to do with any extra Ketchup and ketchup packets: 

http://www.thedailygreen.com/green-homes/latest/ketchup-uses-catsup-460409 
 

Oatmeal 
Don’t get rid of your old oatmeal, it has many uses still! 

http://www.thedailygreen.com/green-homes/latest/oatmeal-uses-skin-
460809?src+nl&mag=tdg&list=dgr&kw=ist 

 

Vinegar 
Vinegar has lots of practical applications around the home. 

http://www.thedailygreen.com/green-homes/latest/vinegar-uses-460409 
 

Olive Oil 
In case you have old oil (or it has been housed in plastic) use it for something else 

and start fresh with a glass container for consumption purposes. 
http://www.thedailygreen.com/green-homes/latest/olive-oil-benefits-uses-460609 

  
Vodka 

You won’t believe the weird but practical uses for Vodka. 
http://www.thedailygreen.com/green-homes/latest/vodka-uses-460424 
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FURNITURE AND HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 

 

HOMES FOR HABITAT 
Homes for Habitat helps families escape from unhealthy and unsafe living conditions and 
provides funding for construction of new Habitat Homes.  Your donations to their ReStores are 
resold and the proceeds are used for homes within the local communities, just find a store near 
you on the link below. Habitat is transforming the lives of more than 1 million people around the 
world with your donations, and their efforts provide a socially responsible disposal option to 
keeping reusable materials and goods out of the waste stream. 
http://www.habitat.org 

 

HOUSING WORKS 
Housing Works allows you to donate your gently used furniture to this thrift store in NY City; 
proceeds from the sale of your book cases, desks or clean, upholstered pieces go to help 
2500+ homeless New Yorkers with HIV.  You can ship or drop off to their retail stores in the 
New York area and they offer pick up in some areas. 
http://www.housingworks.org/donate/ 

 

NATIONAL FURNITURE BANK 
National Furniture Bank offers a free, environmentally friendly service, which removes your used 
furniture. They will schedule an appointment to pick up your donations, give you a tax-
deductible receipt, and then provide families in need with your used furniture, including women’s 
shelters and disaster-relief organizations. The mission of the National Furniture Bank 
Association is to assure that no child in America has to sleep on the floor. 

 

http://www.nationalfurniturebank.org/index.html 

SALVATION ARMY 
The Salvation Army will provide free pick up for most large furniture items. The items you 
donate are sold to the public and 82% of the proceeds help fund more than 150 adult-
rehabilitation centers across the United States.  Find your local Salvation Army center through 
the drop-down menu in this link and call or email the local contact provided. 

 

http://www.salvationarmy.org/ 

 

http://www.habitat.org/�
http://www.housingworks.org/donate/�
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VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION   
Vietnam Veterans of America will pick up your used clothing and household items from your 
home.  Founded in 1978, VVA currently has 63,000 members and 660 chapters nationwide. 
VVA sells its donated items directly to privately owned thrift stores enabling the funds 
raised to be spent on programs supporting our nations' veterans of all eras. 
www.clothingdonations.org 

 
FURS 

CASH FOR FUR COATS 
At Cash for Fur Coats, they pay cash, then use the fur 
to make pillows and teddy bears, and they cover all 
shipping costs.  Just fill out their brief questionnaire 
and email them some pictures to get a price quote. 
http://www.cashforfurcoats.com/ 

 

HUMANE SOCIETY  
The Humane Society sends your donated furs to 
wildlife rehabilitators who use the furs to help 
orphaned, wild baby animals they find every year.  
Your old furs can help reduce stress, provide comfort 
and become like a surrogate mother to the abandoned 
or injured animals. The Humane Society has over 200 
rehabilitators in the US and Canada who participate, 
and they accept apparel, such as fur hats, gloves and muffs. 
http://www.hsus.org 
 

PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals) 
Donate your old furs to People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, you can save animal’s lives 
and help the PETA causes.  Your unwanted fur coats and fur stoles help with educational 
displays, anti-fur campaigns, and could be used to provide bedding for needy animals.  Many of 
the furs are also given away at PETA’s “fur kitchens” to homeless shelters around the U.S. or 
shipped to freezing women and children in the Middle Eastern countries.  “Clean your closet – 
and clear your conscience” by mailing them your old furs today.  Donations worth over $5,000 
are required by the IRS to have a “Qualified Appraisal” to get the full tax deduction. 
http://www.peta.org/donate/ways-to-support-peta/donate-your-fur.aspx 

http://www.clothingdonations.org/�
http://www.cashforfurcoats.com/�
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GIFT CARDS 

SWAP A GIFT 
Change your old, unwanted gift cards into cash at Swap a Gift. 
http://www.swapagift.com 
 

THE GIFT CARD TRADER 
The listing at Gift Card Trader is free for 90 days, then you must re-list your cards. The cost is 
$1.99 to complete the trade, no matter the value of your card(s). 
http://www.thegiftcardtrader.com 
 

CARD AVENUE 
At Card Avenue, they have gift card exchanges and gift card auction—buy, sell or trade to get 
what you really want. 
http://www.cardavenue.com 

 
GLASS AND CERAMICS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE COLLECTOR’S DREAM 
The Collector’s Dream has huge selections of glass, china and many other collectibles. To sell 
your items to them, you have to be in the Pennsylvania area and drop them off at their store. 

 
http://www.thecollectorsdream.net/ 

http://www.swapagift.com/�
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Did You Know? 
All types of glass (except broken) can go into the recycle bin, including beer and 
wine bottles, jars of pickles and jelly, etc.  Sometimes it matters what color the 

glass is, and clear glass is the most valuable.  Ceramics are not recyclable.  
Neither are light bulbs, Pyrex dishes, or mirrors.  Metal lids can go into the bin. 
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GLUE 

ELMERS GLUE 
The largest manufacturer of glue, Elmers Glue, started a recycling program in 2008; they accept 
empty glue sticks and bottles (all brands!).  Elmers has made it easy by signing up Wal-Mart as 
a drop off; the Greeters are trained to accept them from you!  There is also an “Elmers Glue 
Crew Brigade” program with TerraCycle ( http://www.terracycle.net ) for a fundraising idea to 
collect glue bottles and glue sticks and raise funds for your local school or charity. 
http://www.elmersgluecrew.com/ 

 
GREETING CARDS 

 

ST. JUDE’S CARD RECYCLING 
For over 30 years, support for the St. Jude’s 
Recycled Card Program has been very strong. 
Just send your old cards in the mail and St. 
Jude’s Ranch will make new ones out of them, 
with children’s participation, helping children learn 
the importance of reuse and the benefits of 
“going green”. They are currently in need of thank 
you cards and birthday cards, but check this link 
to see what is needed today.  They cannot 
accept Hallmark, Disney or American Greeting 
cards and 5” x 7” size or smaller is preferred. 
http://www.stjudesranch.org/help_card.php 

http://www.terracycle.net/�
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Did you know? 
The US has over 

300,000 hair salons 
and cuts an average of 
a pound of hair each 
day.  This normally 
goes into the trash, 
but could be put to 

important use! 
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HAIR 

LOCKS OF LOVE 
Donate long, natural hair to the Locks of Love and you know it’s 
going to a great cause:  victims of Cancer losing their hair in 
need of a wig.   They need hair from all genders and races.  It is 
interesting to note that 80% of their donations come from 
children who want to help other children! They accept hair that is 
at least 10” in length, colored or permed is okay, but not recently 
highlighted or bleached, due to the chemical reaction during 
manufacturing, nor can they accept dreadlocks. 
http://www.locksoflove.org/donate.html 

 

MATTER OF TRUST HAIR MATS PROGRAM 
Even pet hair has a better purpose than filling the landfill: send it 
to Matter of Trust Hair Mats; they will put it to a good reuse. They 
accept all types of hair, fur, and nylons. They distribute them to 
areas in need of it, such as helping with emergency oil spills. Join 
their free and fast database program (Excess Access) on this link 
and you’ll receive an email from Matter of Trust, listing the 
warehouses with space to accept your donations. 
http://www.matteroftrust.org/programs/hairmatsinfo.html 

     
HANGERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 
Wire hangers may not appeal to Joan Crawford, but they have their purpose. We 
haven’t found a good online source for recycling hangers, but we have some ideas:  
1. Most local dry cleaners accept wire hangers.   
2. Thrift shops and consignment stores welcome plastic, wood and wire hangers.  
3.  Check with your local theatre or drama clubs, for use in their wardrobe 
department.  
4.  Art Departments, Children’s play groups, Mom’s clubs, etc. can use hangers 
for arts projects and crafts. 
 

http://www.locksoflove.org/donate.html�
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HARD HATS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HAZARDOUS WASTE 

(Including adhesives, aerosol cans, ammunition, antifreeze, batteries (car and home-use), 
brake fluid, compact fluorescent lights, degreasers, fertilizers, Freon, fungicides, 
gasoline, herbicides, household cleaners, insecticides, oil-based paint, paint thinners, 
pesticides, prescription drugs, solvents, stains, tires, thermometers, transmission fluid, 
tube florescent bulbs, used motor oil, waxes, etc.)  

EARTH 911 
Earth 911 has many resources for the recycling of chemicals, adhesives, cleaners, paint and all 
types of hazardous waste. On the home page of their website under Find recycling centers for, 
enter (the item) and then type your city or zip code to find the nearest location to your home or 
office.  
http://www.earth911.com/hazardous/how-to-properly-dispose-of-hazardous-products/ 

Did You Know? 
If you have older, out of date hard 
hats that cannot be used on 
construction sites, they cannot go 
to the recycle bin, but can be 
reused somewhere.  Check with 
your local theatre or drama clubs, 
for use in their wardrobe 
department. Also, some local 
College Art or Theatre 
Departments or Children play 
groups, Mom’s clubs, etc. can use 
them for play purposes, birthday 
parties, etc.  As a final resort, 
they can make interesting planters 
on your porch. 

 

http://earth911.com/hazardous/how-to-properly-dispose-of-hazardous-products/�
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Did You Know! 
Hearing loss 
affects 34 

million people in 
the US...an 

average of 1 in 
every 10 
Americans! 
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EPA 
Find lists of how to dispose of just about anything hazardous at the government agency’s 
website for the Environmental Protection Agency. 

 

http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/index.htm 

HEARING AIDS 

LIONS CLUB 
Lions Hearing Aid Recycling Program (HARP) is an international 
program that promotes collection, refurbishment and distribution of 
donated hearing aids. HARP provides hearing aid assistance to 
hard-of-hearing individuals who have limited financial resources to 
purchase new ones. Collection Centers are in Denmark, Canada 
and in 18 States in the U.S.; a directory is located on this site. 

  

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/index.php 

NEW EYES FOR THE NEEDY 
New Eyes for the Needy appreciates donations of old hearing aids, even if they are damaged; 
they refurbish them and give them to needy individuals. Proceeds from the sale of your donated 
like-new hearing aids are also used to purchase new eyeglasses for Americans in need.  Mail 
your hearing aid contributions to their NJ warehouse in padded envelopes or boxes and the cost 
of shipping is tax-deductible. 
http://www.neweyesfortheneedy.org/impact/recycle.html 

Did You Know? 

Any label that states a 
product is corrosive, 
flammable, or toxic is 
considered hazardous? 

Hazardous waste consists 
of household and electronic 

products that contain 
dangerous chemicals or 

heavy metals. 
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Did You 
Know? 

Toiletries 
are often 
needed in 

area 
shelters; 

check your 
local area 
needs. 

 

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 

 

STARKEY HEARING FOUNDATION 
The “Hear Now” program at Starkey Hearing Foundation takes all makes and models, 
regardless of the age of your old hearing aids, then refurbishes them for less fortunate people in 
need.  Simply mail your old, used hearing aid(s) to their offices and receive a letter of 
acknowledgement for your tax-deductible donation. 
http://www.starkeyhearingfoundation.org/hear-now.php 

 
HOTEL TOILETRIES 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE 
For anyone who travels, hotel toiletries can add up quickly and should never 
be trashed, Samaritan’s Purse has a Pack a Shoe Box program that they 
are perfect for, any time of the year. 

 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/OCC/Pack_A_Shoe_Box/ 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

INK, TONER AND PRINTER CARTRIDGES 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know? 
The plastic used in each printer cartridge takes more than 10 centuries (100 

years!) to decompose and 25 million are sent to landfills each month in the U.S.  
Several retail stores have popped up, where you can bring your old, used ink 

cartridges in to be refilled at a fraction of the cost of new.  You can also take 
them to Walgreens, OfficeMax, Office Depot or Staples.  You will get something 

in exchange, from a free ream of recycled paper to a $3.00 store credit. 
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FREE RECYCLING 
Free Recycling promises to pay up to 
$3.60 apiece for nearly 80 types of ink 
cartridges, or you can donate the 
refund to your favorite non-profit 
organization or school. 
http://www.Freerecycling.com 

 

RECYCLE 4 CHARITY 
The nation’s leading online virtual 
recycling center for inkjet cartridges 
and toner cartridges, Recycle 4 Charity 
charges no fees and even picks up the 

shipping costs for you, as long as you have at least 10 items (they accept old cell phones as 
well).   You can agree to donate your throwaways to one of their worthy charities, or get some 
cash for your efforts. They also provide a fundraising program to raise some cash for your 
school or organization, just check the list of qualified items before you proceed. 

 

http://www.recycle4charity.com/ 

RECYCLE FREE  
They recycle empty inkjet and laser cartridges for FREE. They will pay $1 for each returned 
cartridge. For envelopes go to your local CompUSA store. They also have 2 interesting, fun and 
easy fundraising programs: Stop those cookie dough orders forever.  

 

http://www.recyclefree.com/ 

TONER BUYER 
Get up to $22 each for your old and empty printer ink cartridges.  They also have a fundraiser 
program. 

 

http://www.tonerbuyer.com/index.html 

XEROX CORPORATION  
Type “recycle” in the search engine to find specific information…then send toner cartridge 
models to Xerox for free by way of UPS or US Postal Service. Check the website for specifics 
on how to do this.   

 

http://www.xerox.com/  
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Did You Know? 
Jar lids cannot be recycled, 

depending on your local recycling 
program, but just like the jars 
they once donned, the lids and 

caps have many “reuse” purposes 
so think twice before throwing 

them into the recycle bin. 
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RECYCLE PLACE 
They will send you a pre-paid shipping label and mail you back the payment at $1 each. 

 

http://www.recycleplace.com 

iPODS 
(Also, see Electronics) 

APPLE 
Take an unwanted iPod, iPod mini or iPod photo to any Apple store for recycling and you’ll get a 
10% discount on any new iPod bought that day. Apple will take any brand of cell phone or any 
type of IPod to recycle, no purchase necessary.  Fill out the form online and get a mail in 
envelope, or take it to an Apple Retail store near you, a store locator is available on this link. 

 

http://www.apple.com/recycling/ipod-cell-phone/ 

JARS AND JAR LIDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
JEANS 

(Also, see Clothing) 

COTTON  FROM BLUE TO GREEN 
Recycle  old  jeans  at  the  Cotton from   Blue  to  Green  program,  through  universities  that  
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COTTON  FROM BLUE TO GREEN CONTINUED 
periodically participate and GAP retail stores.  They use your old jeans to make “green” 
insulation, an environmentally friendly alternative to conventional insulation. You can get a 30%  
off coupon for a new pair of jeans (or other incentives, check the website for the latest 
information). 
http://www.cottonfrombluetogreen.org/ 

RECYCLE YOUR JEANS 
Knowing that Recycle Your Jeans will turn your old jeans into stylish comfortable sandals is a 
great way of feeling good about personalizing your recycling efforts. 
http://www.recycleyourjeans.com 

 
JEWELRY 

COLLECTIBLES WITH CAUSES 
Look to Collectibles with Causes for several resources to donate your old jewelry and serve 
good causes.  Your donations can benefit lives of children worldwide, disease research, 
education programs, homeless and other worthy causes. 
http://www.collectibleswithcauses.org/ 
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JEWELS FOR CHARITY 
For valuable jewelry, worth over $10,000 per item, Jewels for Charity provides a program that  
offers jewelry to be sold at the non-profit Kazanjian Foundation.  They give you the choice of 
your favorite receiving charity, as well as a generous tax deduction. 
http://www.jewelsforcharity.org/faq.html 

 

SPECIAL KIDS FUND 
Your donation of estate or antique jewelry supports the Special Kids Fundraising program, 
which helps to provide compassionate care for the medically, educationally and developmentally 
challenged. 

 

http://www.specialkidsfund.org/collectibles.htm 

NEW EYES FOR THE NEEDY 
Your gold and silver jewelry, watches, or 
costume jewelry can be donated to New Eyes 
for the Needy. Donations can be dropped off at 
their office in New Jersey or shipped to them 
(the cost of shipping is tax-deductable in 
addition to the value of your donation). All 
sales proceeds are used to buy new 
eyeglasses for people in need in the U.S.  

 

http://www.neweyesfortheneedy.org 

THINGS WE BUY  
Things we Buy will buy your used earrings, 
wedding rings, and all types of fine jewelry and you make the cash. 

 

http://www.thingswebuy.com/sell_your_used_diamond_jewelry.asp 

HAMILTON  YORK  ESTATE  BUYERS  
Hamilton York Estate Buyers purchases only large, fine, expensive loose diamonds and 
diamond jewelry.  

 

http://www.hamiltonyorkestatebuyers.com/ 

SAMUELSON’S DIAMONDS 
Samuelson’s Diamonds pays cash on the spot for your diamonds, watches or fine jewelry. 
http://www.samuelsonsdiamonds.com/sellDiamond.php 

http://www.jewelsforcharity.org/faq.html�
http://www.specialkidsfund.org/collectibles.htm�
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Did You Know? 
Keys can be recycled at 
most recycling centers in 

the “mixed metals bin.” Be 
sure to remove the rubber 
ring from the top of the 

key since only the metal is 
recyclable. 

 

Did You Know? 
Metal ladders can be sold as scrap metal at 

local recycling yards. 
 

 

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 

COSTUME JEWELRY BUYER 
Selling costume jewelry that is cluttering up your jewelry box is as simple as putting it in a 
shipping box and sending it to Costume Jewelry Buyer. Their motto is, “Your costume jewelry is 
CASH, not trash.” 
http://www.costumejewelrybuyer.com/ 

 
 

KEYS 

 

 
LADDERS 

(Also, see Building Materials) 

 

 

 

 

 

RECYCLED JUNK 
Recycled Junk has several good ideas to  
keep broken ladders out of the landfill. 
http://recycledjunk.com/recycle-that-ladder/ 

http://www.costumejewelrybuyer.com/�
http://recycledjunk.com/recycle-that-ladder/�


 

© Melinda L. Anderson and Tracy S. Himes  All Rights Reserved 89  

Did You Know? 
Leather is one of the many materials in 
its infancy of recycling.  Manufacturers 
are making flooring and other products 
from recycled leather, but currently 

there are few recycling centers 
accepting household leather products.  

Check with your local waste management 
company to get the latest info. 

 

Did You Know? 
In some localities, aluminum 
license plates can be added 
to your curbside recycling 
bin. Before recycling a 

license plate, cut it in half 
or remove one of the 

corners using tin snips or by 
bending the metal back and 
forth until it breaks. Also 
deface, destroy, or remove 
the month and year stickers 
to prevent theft or fraud. 

 

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 
 

 
LEATHER 

SOLES 4 SOLES 
Soles4Souls is "Changing the World, One 
Pair at a Time" by collecting, recycling and 
reusing "gently worn" footwear, like soccer 
cleats, athletic shoes and sneakers.  The 
charity cleans and repairs the shoes to 
distribute them to needy souls in the United 
States and devastated countries such as 
Mali, Haiti, Honduras, Nepal, among  others. 
 Since 2005, Soles4Souls has distributed 
nearly 12 million pairs to people in 125 
countries (currently one pair every seven 
seconds) and has received publicity in Real Simple, National Geographic and Runner's World 
for their efforts. 
http://www.soles4souls.org/ 
 

 
LICENSE PLATES 

 
EARTH 911 
Earth 911 has many resources for recycling license plates 
as scrap metal. On the home page of their website under 
Find recycling centers for, enter scrap metal and then type 
your city or zip code to find the nearest location.  
http://www.earth911.com/ 

 

COLLECTOR’S WEEKLY 
Vintage license plates are collected and desired by people 
interested in old automobiles. Collector’s Weekly has links 
to several good websites for information about the 
collecting of old license plates. That old Model T plate 
hanging in the barn could be worth thousands of dollars! 
http://www.collectorsweekly.com/ 

http://www.soles4souls.org/�
http://www.earth911.com/�
http://www.collectorsweekly.com/�
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Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 

DMV 
Each state in the US handles the recycling of license plates differently. Google “DMV + your 
state” to get more information. 
http://www.google.com/ 

 
LIFE JACKETS 

 

BLUE LOTUS FARM AND RETREAT CENTER 
A Wisconsin-based nonprofit organization, Blue Lotus Farm is providing a safe and healing 
place for at-risk special needs children and adults. They accept donations of life jackets, pool 
floaties, and other water floatation supplies. Visit their website for specific instructions on 
making a donation. 
http://www.bluelotusfarm.org/donate.html 

 

KIDS DON’T FLOAT PROGRAM 
Alaska’s Kids Don’t Float program accepts life jackets in good condition and uses them for injury 
prevention and safe water education. This program is part of Alaska’s efforts to combat the high 
number of drowning deaths in their state. You can mail your donations to one of the locations 
listed on their website. 
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/boating/kdfhome.htm  

 
LIGHT BULBS & LAMPS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Did You Know? 
The mercury from one fluorescent bulb can pollute 6,000 gallons of 
water beyond safe levels for drinking. Energy Star, the international 

standard for energy efficient consumer products, has a free 
downloadable fact sheet about how to clean up a broken CFL bulb: 

http://www.energystar.gov/ia/partners/promotions/change_light/downlo
ads/Fact_Sheet_Mercury.pdf 

 

http://www.google.com/�
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Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 

 

 
LIGHT BULB RECYCLING 
Many states have made it mandatory to recycle fluorescent bulbs. Find out your state’s laws 
and regulations for recycling light bulbs at Light Bulb Recycling.  
http://www.lightbulbrecycling.com/regulations.html  

 

LAMP RECYCLE 
LampRecycle.org was developed by the National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) 
as a way to provide businesses and consumers a one-stop resource for recycling lamps. On the 
home page of the website you can enter your zip code under “Find a recycling location” to find a 
recycler close to your home or office.  
Residential Lighting: http://www.lamprecycle.org/ 
Commercial Lamp Recyclers: http://www.lamprecycle.org/lamprecyclers.shtml 
 
HOME DEPOT 
Home Depot collects unbroken CFL bulbs in all of their retail locations for recycling. Simply 
bring in your bulbs in a plastic bag and place them in the collection receptacles. This service is 
free and applies to all brands of CFLs. 
http://www.ncowaste.org/NCOWaste/CFL_Information/Home%20Depot%20CFL-
RecyclingProgramRevised.pdf 

 

 

WASTE MANAGEMENT/THINK 
GREEN FROM HOME 
Waste Management is offering a “Think 
Green From Home” program, where you 
buy a compact fluorescent light bulb 
recycling kit (a box selling for $16.95), 
and hold onto the box until it is full (it 
holds 10-15 bulbs), postage is prepaid 
and you just send it off to them, no 
matter how long it takes to fill.  You will 
also receive a package in the kit to put 
any old cell phone and ink cartridges. 

https://www.thinkgreenfromhome.com/ThinkGreenFromHome.cfm 

 

http://www.lightbulbrecycling.com/regulations.html�
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Did You Know? 
Some soft-sided lunch boxes have vinyl 

insides, which are made from PVC plastic 
and can be harmful to the hands and 
food that touch them.  To check for 

lead in your child’s lunchbox, LeadCheck® 
offers at-home lead-testing kits, so you 
can be sure the lunch box is safe to hold 

your child’s food.  
http://www.leadcheck.com/keeping-the-

home-safe.html 
However, old school lunch boxes made 

from metal can often be a highly desired 
collector’s item. 

 

 
Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 

 
LUNCH BOXES 

(Also, see Collectibles) 

 

 

 
MAGAZINES 

(Also, see Books) 

 

 
MAGAZINE PUBLISHERS OF AMERICA 
The Magazine Publishers of America want us all to 
know that yes, most magazines are absolutely 
recyclable…but beware of those glossy inserts, they 
may not be.  
http://www.magazine.org/environment/21345.aspx 
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Did You Know? 
Most mattresses and box springs are composed of materials that can be recycled, 
such as wire, cloth, paper and wood, but not all cities accept them for recycling.  
Go to http://www.earth911.org to find out about the regulations in your area and 

your options for mattress and box spring recycling or check resources below. 

 

 
Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 

 
MATTRESSES AND BOX SPRINGS 

 
 
CONIGLIARO INDUSTRIES  
Conigliaro Industries recycles mattresses, box springs and upholstered furniture nationwide 
from Colleges, Hospitals, Hotels, Offices, Military Bases, Transfer Stations and Landfills through 
their National Institutional Recycling Program. Framingham, MA., (508) 872-9668.  
http://www.conigliaro.com 
 
 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY OF LANE COUNTY  
St. Vincent's de Paul's mattress recycling program cuts open and separates mattresses and box 
springs into various components, including cotton, foam, wood and steel. These materials are 
baled and shipped out for recycling. This program creates entry-level jobs in the community and 
diverts millions of pounds of material from landfills every year. 
http://www.svdp.us/what-we-do/recycling-and-man...  
 

 
BED BUSTERS 
Bed Busters re-uses the mattress and box 
springs parts to create upright planter boxes 
that are used for trellises, upright gardening, 
privacy walls, or for contained greenery 
installations where a small foot print is 
desired. There is a disposal fee associated 
with each size mattress and box springs.  
http://68.178.239.55/ 
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Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 

 
 
NINE LIVES MATTRESS RECYCLING  
Nine Lives Mattress Recycling Service provides deconstruction and recycling of the mattress 
and box spring for one low cost of $4.00 per unit delivered to our location at 837 N. Pamplico 
Hwy., Pamplico, SC 29583. They offer this to anyone in the United States with an additional 
transportation. Pamplico SC. (843)916-9753 
http://www.ninelivesmattressrecycling.com/ 
 
 

 
MEDIA 

(CDs, DVDs, VHS tapes and Cassette Tapes) 
 

ACT RECYCLING 
At Act Recycling, they employ people with disabilities to clean, erase and help resell now-blank 
videocassettes and computer diskettes. Your old videotapes could be used for gainful and 
employment and mean a regular paycheck for an adult with a disability, and help deserving 
individuals to lead productive lives.  To place a donation, submit their online donor form. 

 

http://www.actrecycling.org/donations/howtodonate.asp 

CASH FOR  CDS 
Sell CDs, DVDs, and Video Games in three easy 
steps at Cash for CDs: (1) Get a quote (and a free 
mailer), (2) Send in your disks, (3) Receive your 
payment via check or PayPal. 
http://www.cashforcds.com/ 

 

FLOPPY DISK 
Floppy Disk plans to “Save the Planet, 1.44 MB at a 
time”. They will recycle your old floppy disks that have 
no use in today’s technology. If you have more than 
500 disks to send to them, they will pay you 2 cents 
for each one. Find out the details about their program 
on their website. 
http://floppydisk.com/recycle.htm 

http://www.ninelivesmattressrecycling.com/�
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Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 

 

 

HOUSING WORKS 
Housing Works accepts your gently used CD’s, 
DVD’s, and LP’s to this thrift store in NY City; 
proceeds from the sale of your old music go to 
help 2500+ homeless New Yorkers with HIV.  
You can ship or drop off to their retail stores in 
the New York area. 
http://www.housingworks.org/donate/ 

 

OPERATION SHOWTIME 
Donate your old DVDs (no VHS tapes accepted) 
to support the troops at Operation Showtime.  
Watching movies is one of the only pleasures 

that soldiers have to pass the time and get a laugh during their time on duty, and the movies are 
shared between different units in the area, so your donation could reach many soldiers. 
http://www.173rdairborne.com/showtime.htm 

  

RECYCLE YOUR MEDIA 
At Recycle your Media, they buy your used tapes, pay and arrange shipping, and recycle your 
old tapes that no longer have a retail value. 
http://www.recycleyourmedia.com/index.html 

 

SECOND SPIN 
Second Spin claims to be the Internet’s 
largest buyer and seller of used DVDs, 
CDs, and Video games. 
http://www.secondspin.com/ 

 

SWAP A CD 
Swap a CD is an easy way to change 
your music, swap with other club 
members and get new music and 
movies mailed directly to you. 
http://www.swapacd.com/index.php 

http://www.housingworks.org/donate/�
http://www.173rdairborne.com/showtime.htm�
http://recycleyourmedia.com/index.html�
http://www.secondspin.com/�
http://www.swapacd.com/index.php�


 

© Melinda L. Anderson and Tracy S. Himes  All Rights Reserved 96  

 
Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 

  

SWAP TREE 
At Swap Tree, you can get free books, CDs, DVDs, Video Games, by recycling what you have, 
and swapping it for what you want. All Free. No Fees. Postage Provided. Join Now in 3 
seconds.   
http://www.swaptree.com 

 
MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 

 
 
INTERVOL 
The Recovery of Unused Medical Supplies program (RUMS) by InterVol collects functioning 
medical equipment and distributes it to areas of need, while protecting the environment through 
waste reduction.  The program began in 1989 in founder Dr. Ralph Pennino’s garage but is now 
housed in a Rochester, NY warehouse, is endorsed by the American Medical Association and 
actively recycles 4 tons of supplies every week to over 75 hospitals and clinics worldwide. Click 
on “Collections” tab to see which supplies are in need now and get information on the donation 
process. 
http://www.intervol.org/rums/ 

 

MEDICAL BRIDGES 
Medical Bridges recovers medical surplus that might otherwise be thrown away into a landfill, 
and they redistribute it to hospitals, clinics and healthcare providers in less fortunate countries, 
helping to combat the spread of disease in developing nations. Click on the Donate tab to see 
what equipment is needed and what is prohibited.   

 

http://www.medicalbridges.org/index.php?q=aboutus 

MED-EQ 
The Medical Equipment Donation Agency connects you with needy recipients (meaning 
interested charities), to get your medical supplies, equipment or machinery into the hands of  
those who can use it, promoting waste-stream reduction, cost-effectiveness and global medical 
aid.  Join the Med-EQ network, post your items and the charity in need will provide for pickup 
and give you a tax deduction receipt. 

 

http://www.med-eq.org/Content/How_to_Donate.asp 

http://www.swaptree.com/�
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Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 

 
 

MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION 
MDA accepts donations of gently-used wheelchairs, walkers, communication devices, first-aid 
supplies, etc., which helps MDA direct its other resources to children and adults with 
neuromuscular diseases and helps the research efforts and nationwide aid programs that they 
offer. 
http://www.mda.org/help/donate/products.html#activity 

 

OPERATION GIVING BACK 
Medical textbooks and equipment can be donated to several agencies, and there are many 
guidelines to know, so check this link to find several options and a state-by-state agency contact 
guide. 

 

http://www.operationgivingback.facs.org/content77.html 

PROJECT C.U.R.E. 
At Project CURE, they collect, sort and distribute medical supplies according to the imperative 
needs of the world.  Your donated crutches, wheelchairs or hospital beds could be used in 
Hospitals and Clinics in Haiti and other struggling areas in need. 

 

http://www.projectcure.org/give-supplies 

 
MEDSHARE INTERNATIONAL  
MedShare collects surplus medical 
supplies and used biomedical equipment 
from U. S. hospitals and manufacturers. 
They process the donated material and 
make them available to hospitals and 
clinics overseas in two ways: 1) direct 
shipments to international applicant 
institutions and 2) supplying medical 
mission teams. 
http://www.medshare.org  
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Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 

 

 
MEDICINE 

(Also, see Hazardous Waste) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
EPA provides the U.S. Federal Guidelines on 
how to dispose of medications properly in this 
country. 
http://www.epa.gov/ppcp/ 
 

RECYCLED AIDS MEDICATION PROGRAM  
(RAMP) 
At the Recycled Aids Medication Program, 
they gather unused medicine for the treatment 
of AIDS and HIV and deliver it to sick patients 
in need.  At RAMP, they accept medications 
one year PAST their expiration date, sealed or 
opened; just mark out the patient information 
before shipping.  This link lists the medications in need, as well as donation sites in California. 
http://www.rampusa.org/ 

 
MEDICINE BOTTLES 

ABOUT MY PLANET 
About my Planet provides you with 21 ways to recycle empty prescription bottles. 
http://www.aboutmyplanet.com/daily-green-tips/recycle-prescription/ 

Did You Know? 
So what DO you do to safely dispose of those drugs? Here are some guidelines. 
No matter what: Don’t flush!  Check your favorite pharmacy first, as many have 
started a take-back program.  Otherwise, put it in a plastic bag, crush the pills 
and add water to dissolve them, add kitty litter or coffee grinds to make them 
less appealing to animals who may find the bag.  Then they go into the trash. 

 

http://www.epa.gov/ppcp/�
http://www.rampusa.org/�
http://www.aboutmyplanet.com/daily-green-tips/recycle-prescription/�


 

© Melinda L. Anderson and Tracy S. Himes  All Rights Reserved 99  

Did You Know? 
Don't worry about the paper on the 

can, as it will burn up in the 
recycling process.  Most local 

recycling centers accept metal cans, 
but if yours does not, check for 

options. 
 

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 

 
METAL CANS 

 

 

STEEL RECYCLING INSTITUTE  
At the Steel Recycling Institute, they will direct 
you to the nearest steel can recycling center for 
your convenience. Often, you can get paid cash 
for these cans as well! 
http://www.recycle-steel.org 

 

 

 
METAL/STEEL 

 

 

STEEL RECYCLING INSTITUTE 
Steel Recycling Institute will help you find a location where you can recycle your steel cans and 
appliances. This database contains more than 30,000 recycling options. 
http://www.recycle-steel.org/cgi-bin/sridbq3.pl  
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Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 

 
MILITARY ANTIQUES 

J&J MILITARY ANTIQUES  
Send them a picture and a description for an appraisal, J&J Military Antiques pay cash for your 
military related items. 

 

http://www.jjmilitaryantiques.com/cash.asp  

WARTIME COLLECTABLES  
At Wartime Collectables, they specialize in American medals from all time periods with an 
emphasis on identified groups of any era and posthumous Vietnam War material, uniforms, 
medals, books, etc. 

 

http://www.wartimecollectables.com/wanted.htm 

VIN CAPONI  
Vin Caponi accepts collections of antiques ranging from Civil war military to antique military 
gear, such as firearms and accessories, revolvers, pistols, carbines, accoutrements, 
photography, edged weapons and swords. 

 

http://www.vincaponi.com/index.php 

HISTORY BY GEORGE 
They are in the market to buy, sell or trade military collectibles and historical antiques at History 
by George.     
http://www.historybygeorge.com/ 

 
MILK CARTONS, MILK CRATES AND MILK JUGS 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 
Milk plastic jugs are great for recycling; they are being made into many 

different things by manufacturers, including furniture. 
You can check here to see if your area accepts milk cartons for recycling. 

http://www.recyclecartons.com/ 
 
 

 

http://www.jjmilitaryantiques.com/cash.asp�
http://www.jjmilitaryantiques.com/cash.asp�
http://www.wartimecollectables.com/wanted.htm�
http://www.vincaponi.com/index.php�
http://www.vincaponi.com/index.php�
http://www.historybygeorge.com/�
http://www.recyclecartons.com/�


 

© Melinda L. Anderson and Tracy S. Himes  All Rights Reserved 101  

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 

 
MINT TINS AND BOXES 

(i.e. Altoids) 

TOOLS FOR SCHOOLS 
The Tools for Schools program accepts your donation of used mint tins and puts them to good 
reuse.  They also accept old and broken pieces of crayons, make them into “super crayons” for 
use by children with special needs;  the tins are then used for crayon storage, as they are the 
perfect size to fit 12 crayons. 
http://www.bookrescue.org/tools/default.asp?page=Tcrayons 
 

 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 

 

CHARITY MUSIC 
Charity Music has a mission to help cultivate 
upcoming young musicians.  They loan your donated 
musical instruments to disadvantaged, at-risk youth 
who otherwise might not be able to explore their 
hidden talents.  They also have a “Music for Our 
Military” program providing instruments and live 
entertainment to over 157 Veteran Hospitals nation-
wide. Charity Music is a partner in the “Give a Day, 
Get a Disney Day” program, offering child volunteers a 
free pass to Disney in recognition of their charity. 
http://www.charitymusic.org 
 
 
COLLECTIBLES WITH CAUSES 
Your musical instruments can be donated to 
Collectibles with Causes, a “faith-based organization” 
where they are dedicated to meeting the needs of 
those in crisis.  Fill out the online form and they will 
provide the paperwork to claim a tax deduction for 
your donation based on a fair market value. Your donated music instruments can benefit lives of 
children worldwide, disease research, education programs, homeless and other worthy causes. 
http://www.collectibleswithcauses.org/ 
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Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
  

 

 

GLOBAL E-COMMERCE MEGA  MARKETPLACE (GEMM) 
Over 30,000 participating stores, dealers, and collectors from around the world take part in this 
Global e-Commerce Mega Marketplace.  GEMM provides an online forum to sell your old 
musical instruments, for a 13% commission once the items are sold. 

 

http://www.Gemm.com 

HOUSE OF MUSICAL TRADITION 
The House of Musical Tradition provides formal written 
instrument appraisals for insurance or other purposes.   
http://www.hmtrad.com/catalog/appraisals.html 

 

MR. HOLLAND’S OPUS FOUNDATION 
The Mr. Holland’s Opus Foundation supports music 
education and its many benefits through the donation of 
new and refurbished musical instruments to 
underserved K-12 schools, community music programs 
and individual students nationwide. In 14 years, MHOF 
has helped 969 music programs and many individual 
students, plus 127 schools in six states affected by 
Hurricane Katrina. MHOF accepts new and used band 
and orchestral instruments that are in playable 
condition.  They do not accept pianos, organs, guitars 
or accordions. 
http://www.mhopus.org/DonateAnInstrument.asp 

 

MUSIC FOLK 
At Music Folk, they accept instruments for sale on consignment. Music Folk will advise you on 
whether they we can sell your instrument and consult with you on setting a fair price, then they 
display your item on their sales floor and may put a picture of it on their website.  
http://www.musicfolk.com/docs/AboutUs/Services/consignment.htm 

 

MUSIC GO ROUND 
Find a local store at Music Go Round that will pay for your old drums or guitars. 
www.musicgoround.com 
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OPERATION HAPPY NOTE 
Operation Happy Note is a volunteer effort that sends musical instruments to deployed service 
men and women throughout the world. Over 2700 instruments have been sent since they 
started collecting in 2005 and they get thousands of requests for more!  Send your new or 
gently used guitars, violins, harmonicas, keyboards, horns and even bagpipes to Operation 
Happy Note.   
http://operationhappynote.com 
 

ROGUE MUSIC 
Rogue Music may buy your used musical gear or take it in trade toward another item they have 
to sell, or even take it on consignment.  When you bring them your musical gear (they are 
located in New York, NY), Rogue Music will advertise it and sell it and you are paid within 7 
days of the sale.  Email them for a price quote on your musical instruments, to determine the 
market value. 
http://www.roguemusic.com 

ROOTS OF MUSIC 
New Orleans after school program, Roots of Music, is teaching kids 9-14 years old how to play 
and read music; tutoring and hot meals are also provided.  Send only working instruments to the 
Roots of Music program, as they do not refurbish. 
www.therootsofmusic.com 

 
NAIL POLISH AND TOOLS 

(Also, see Cosmetics) 

 

A PLACE FOR MOM 
Don’t throw away those old, half-
used polish bottles or old clippers, 
etc.  Instead, consider donating 
them to a local nursing home near  
you, for use in their beauty parlor. 

  

http://www.aplaceformom.com/ 

 

 

http://operationhappynote.com/�
http://www.roguemusic.com/�
http://www.therootsofmusic.com/�
http://www.aplaceformom.com/�


 

© Melinda L. Anderson and Tracy S. Himes  All Rights Reserved 104  

Did You Know? 
Keep newspapers dry and remove all rubber bands and bags; they need to go into 
the recycle bin unless you find alternate uses for them. One idea: share your 
papers with a neighbor or coworker so it can be reused.  Only subscribe to the 
days you actually read, and consider online news sources for all other days. 

 

 

Did You Know? 
Many nurseries 
will take back 

those rigid plastic 
pots and return 
them to growers 

for reuse. 
 

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 

 
NEWSPAPERS 

 
 

 

NURSERY POTS 
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OFFICE FURNITURE 
(Also, see Furniture) 

MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY 
ASSOCIATION 
MDA accepts donations of office 
supplies and furniture, craft supplies, 
computer equipment, and office 
equipment, which helps MDA direct its 
other resources to children and adults 
with neuromuscular diseases and 
helps the research efforts and 
nationwide aid programs that they 
offer. 

http://www.mda.org/help/donate/products.html#activity 

 

 
OFFICE SUPPLIES 

MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION 
MDA accepts donations of office supplies and furniture, craft supplies, computer equipment, and 
office equipment, which helps MDA direct its other resources to children and adults with 
neuromuscular diseases and helps the research efforts and nationwide aid programs that they 
offer. 
http://www.mda.org/help/donate/products.html#activity 

 

I LOVE SCHOOLS 
I Love Schools is the first and only national non-profit matching America's teachers with donors 
of new, used and in-kind goods and services. Donors pick the teacher they want to help and tell 
them how much of your financial donations they can keep for administrative costs.  Educators 
can use quality technology, music instruments, art supplies, office supplies, sports gear... and a 
myriad of other resources. 
http://Iloveschools.com 

http://www.mda.org/help/donate/products.html#activity�
http://www.mda.org/help/donate/products.html#activity�
http://iloveschools.com/�


 

© Melinda L. Anderson and Tracy S. Himes  All Rights Reserved 106  

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 
 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE 
Samaritan’s Purse provides a great idea for all those 
extra supplies, pens, pencils, note pads, etc. in the 
Pack-A-Shoe-Box program.  Samaritan’s Purse helps 
provide food and shelter following devastation…from 
rebuilding churches and restoring flooded homes to 
providing hope to children with life-threatening 
diseases, their relief efforts are Worldwide. 
http://www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/OCC 

 
/Pack_A_Shoe_Box/ 

 
OUTDOOR GEAR 

(Also, see Sports Equipment) 

PASSAGES NORTHWEST 
The Passages Northwest organization inspires girls and young women of diverse backgrounds 
to discover leadership skills through outdoor exploration, arts, sciences and natural 
environment. They need tents, sleeping bags, backpacks and hiking boots for women or girls. 
Call 206-286-8601 to find out where to send items. 

  

www.passagesnw.org 

PLAY IT AGAIN SPORTS 
Donate quality and reusable used sports and fitness equipment at local retail store ‘Play it Again 
Sports’. They support and donate to non-profit kid’s sports programs. You can also trade in your 
quality used gear and get new equipment.  Play It Again Sports has purchased over 1 million 
reusable sports and fitness items within the past 12 months and the number continues to grow. 
Since 1983, they have put over 30 million sport and fitness items back into play.  
http://www.playitagainsports.com/donategear.aspx 

 
PACKING MATERIALS 

(Peanuts and Bubble Wrap) 
 

 
Did You Know? 

Check your local pack-and-ship store, most will accept foam peanuts for reuse. 
 

 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/OCC�
http://www.passagesnw.org/�
http://www.playitagainsports.com/donategear.aspx�
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ALLIANCE OF FOAM PACKAGING RECYCLERS 
Expanded Polystyrene is known as EPS, and it is the foam, disposable packaging used on 
shipments.  Check this link to see if there’s an EPS drop off in your area, or use the AFPR mail-
back program.  The AFPR (Alliance of Foam Packaging Recyclers) accepts EPS, as it can be 
made into new foam packaging or in goods like cameras, hangers, CD cases and more. 
http://www.epspackaging.org/info.html 

 

OPERATION HAPPY NOTE 
Operation Happy Note sends musical instruments to our deployed service men and women. 
OHN was started by Barb and Steve Baker in 2005 after sending their son a guitar while 
deployed in Iraq. He then asked for a guitar for a fellow soldier then another. So they held a 
fundraiser to send more guitars and have since shipped over 3200 instruments. Their mission is 
to raise morale and relieve stress with the joy music brings. Send your old boxes to Operation 
Happy Note to help their efforts. 

 

http://www.operationhappynote.com 

THE PLASTIC LOOSE FILL COUNCIL 
Consumers can drop off their leftover plastic packing peanuts at Peanut Hotline collection sites, 
America’s most successful packaging reuse program. There are over 1,500 collection sites in 
the US. Go to the site to enter your state to find a Plastic Loose Fill Council location near you or 
call their Hotline automated 24-hour service at (800) 828-2214. 
http://www.LooseFillPackaging.com 

 

 

UPS BROWN STORES 
The UPS stores will accept clean 
bubble wrap and peanuts to reuse as 
packing materials. Check “select your 
location” to find the closest UPS Store 
in  your area.  
http://www.ups.com/ 

 

 

 

http://www.epspackaging.org/info.html�
http://www.operationhappynote.com/�
http://loosefillpackaging.com/�
http://www.ups.com/�


 

© Melinda L. Anderson and Tracy S. Himes  All Rights Reserved 108  

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 

 
PAINT 

(Also, see Hazardous Waste) 

EARTH 911 
Earth 911 is a great resource to find out how and where to recycle paint and all other hazardous 
materials. 
http://earth911.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
PAPER 

(Also, see Boxes) 

PAPER RECYCLES 
Workplace, School and Home Recycling, download a paper recycling poster for your workplace. 
http://www.paperrecycles.org 

 

Did You Know? 
For paint cans with paint still remaining in 
them, consider donating to churches or 
community groups who may need them.  If 
the paint is gone, leave the lid off to let it 
dry, a thin layer of dry paint is acceptable 
for recycling purposes.  The paint can is then 
recyclable as normal steel would be in your 
area. If you have leftover, unwanted paint in 
good condition, consider donating the paint 
for reuse to: 

• A local charity      
• A high school drama department 
• Your place of worship 
• A Habitat for Humanity chapter 
• Keep America Beautiful affiliates 

 

 

http://earth911.com/�
http://www.paperrecycles.org/�
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You Know? 

CHANCES ARE THAT YOUR CURBSIDE RECYCLING PROGRAM ACCEPTS 

MORE TYPES OF PAPER THESE DAYS THAN JUST FLATTENED CARDBOARD 

BOXES D NEWSPAPERS. MANY AREAS CAN ALSO RECYCLE CLEAN AND 

DRY COMPUTER PAPER, LEDGER PAPER, WRAPPING, ARTS AND CRAFT 

PAPER, MAIL, FLYERS, CARDS, BLUEPRINTS,  

 
PAPER SHOPPING BAGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PARTY AND EVENT LEFTOVERS 

SPECIAL  E 
Special E is a unique green business that helps make meetings, banquets, parties, weddings, 
and special events both environmentally-friendly and socially-responsible by rescuing items that 
are left over from such programs and recycling them in ways that benefit our planet and people 
in need. The items they rescue include food, flowers, centerpieces, décor, recyclables, meeting 
supplies, and more. Following an event, they deliver these materials to family shelters, soup 
kitchens, relief agencies, hospitals, nursing homes, schools, charities and non-profit 
organizations. Items not being donated are repurposed by artisans into handmade goods and 
pieces of art. They are in 30 major markets bringing food, cheer and supplies to over 50,000 
people and have repurposed thousands of materials into other useful products. 
http://www.thespeciale.com 

Did You Know? 
Chances are that your curbside recycling program accepts more types of paper 

these days than just flattened cardboard boxes and newspapers. Many areas can 
also recycle clean and dry computer paper, ledger paper, wrapping, arts and craft 

paper, mail, flyers, telephone books, note cards, blueprints, magazines, file 
folders, paper bags, Post-it notes, catalogs and all envelopes including those with 

windows. Some also accept “chipboard” boxes, including empty rolls of toilet 
paper, cereal boxes, frozen food boxes, shoeboxes and detergent boxes. Check 

your program for its latest rules. 
 

 

Did You Know? 
Paper or Plastic?  The best answer is neither.  They each have issues.  Go 

with canvas bags that can be reused time and time again.  Use old paper bags 
over until they tear, and then they can be used as wrapping paper or under 

soil as a weed mat.   
 

 

http://www.thespeciale.com/�
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PENS AND PENCILS 

(Also, see Office Supplies) 

TERRACYCLE 
TerraCycle  will take your old Sharpie Markers, Paper 
Mate and Expo pens and upcycle them into interesting 
products they sell.  Just sign up for the their new brigade 
titled “writing instruments,” (details are found on this 
website page) and collect with your community, church 
or school. You will receive 2 cents for each marker or 
pen; a great fundraiser that keeps millions of pens out of 
the landfill each year! 
http://www.terracycle.net 
 

 
PET FOOD 

PIKE’S PEAK PET PANTRY 
Pike’s Peak Pet Pantry provides temporary assistance (they ‘lend a helping paw’) to El Paso, 
Texas County and surrounding areas for pet food and supplies, for pet owners facing hardship.  
Pike’s Peak accepts donations of unopened and opened bags of dry dog and cat food, canned 
cat and dog food, as well as cat litter, treats, new and used supplies such as leashes, pet beds 
crates, toys, brushes, blankets and carriers. They also accept prescription pet food.  

 

http://www.pikespeakpetpantry.org/pb/wp_fdw325vh.html  

PHONE BOOKS 
(Also, see Books) 

 

YELLOW PAGES 
Check out the state locator to see where you can go in your 
area, then feel good that your old phone books are made into 
animal bedding, home insulation and much more.  
http://www.yellowpages.com/recycle 

http://www.terracycle.net/�
http://www.pikespeakpetpantry.org/pb/wp_fdw325vh.html�
http://www.yellowpages.com/recycle�
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PIZZA BOXES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PLANTS 

(live and artificial) 

A PLACE FOR MOM 
Consider donating your plants to your local Nursing Homes, the patients often like to be 
responsible for watering them and enjoy them in their rooms.  A Place for Mom helps you to 
locate the nursing homes in your area so you can call ahead. 
http://www.aplaceformom.com/ 

 

Did You Know? 
According to the Kodak Website, photo paper cannot be recycled due to the thin 
layer of polythene used to control water absorption and faster drying, so do not 
mix it in with other paper in the recycle bin.   Kodak states that there is no 

environmental effect to the landfill. 
 

Did You Know? 
Most jurisdictions still prohibit these boxes, but check in regularly as technology 
changes.  The best option is to remove all greasy or food-stained portions; the 

remaining cardboard can go in the recycle bin.  Food or grease is a major 
contaminant in the recycling process, so don’t sneak any into the bin, or it could 

mean the whole bin gets trashed instead of recycled. 
 

 

http://www.aplaceformom.com/�
http://www.kodak.com/US/en/corp/HSE/filmPaperRecycling_en.jhtml�
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Did You Know? 
Use supermarket bags as kitchen garbage 
bags or as pooper-scoopers for dog and 
cat waste. Most supermarkets recycle 

bags; check for a bin at the store 
entrance. Your curbside recycling program 

or local Department Store may also 
recycle plastic bags, so call to check. 

Dog parks often invite the public to stock 
their makeshift pooper-scooper-bag 
dispensers; stuff them with grocery 

bags, clean produce bags, those plastic 
sleeve-length bags that come with home-
delivered newspapers, and crumb-free 

bread bags. 
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PLASTIC BAGS 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 
Check with your local school; 
sometimes they need plants 

in and around the classrooms, 
library, etc., and these 
plants can help educate 

children on caring for them.  
Art and Theatre 

Departments love the 
artificial ones as donations. 
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PLASTIC CONTAINERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
GIMME 5 PROGRAM 
The Gimme 5 Program will take all clean, 
stamped Plastics with #5 label, any brand of 
yogurt, hummus, etc.  You can ship them or 
drop them off at your local Whole Foods 
(and a few other select retailers listed on this 
website), where they turn them into 
toothbrushes, cups, plates, cutting boards 
and more, using sustainable design 
principles and 100% recycled materials to 
make every product. 

 

http://www.preserveproducts.com 

TERRACYCLE 
After you have signed up for the Yogurt Brigade, Terracycle will mail out 4 prepaid boxes to the 
non-residential address that you have provided (the program is intended for community or 
school drives). Once the boxes are filled with 400 6-ounce yogurt cups, drop off the filled box at 
an UPS drop off location near you.  They collect 6 and 32 oz containers and the donation of 2 to 
5 cents per container goes to a charitable organization or school of your choice. 
http://www.terracycle.net 

Did You Know? 
Community curbside recycling programs often accept plastic bottles marked “1” or 

“2” on the bottom. Rules for other plastics vary wildly from place to place. 
Seattle advises residents to ignore altogether the numbers stamped on container 
bottoms and recycle only plastic bottles, tubs, jugs, jars and pill bottles with a 
“neck and shoulders,” such as vitamin bottles, but not cylindrical prescription 

bottles. Meanwhile, some community recycling programs nowadays accept plastic 
containers marked “1” through “7,” as in Palm Beach County, Florida and rural 
Franklin County in Massachusetts. Check your recycling program for its latest 

rules. You may learn that it has started accepting a wider range of plastics. Call 
your local county’s Department of Public Works or waste management division to 

determine which plastics are being accepted currently.  Also, call 1-800-CLEANUP 
for state recycling information. 

 

http://www.terracycle.net/�
http://www.terracycle.net/�
http://www.terracycle.net/�
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Did You Know? 
The U.S. throws away enough plastic utensils 
each year to circle the equator 300 times.  
Stop buying these, but meanwhile, reuse the 

ones you have until they break.  While 
recycling is technically possible, there are 

few jurisdictions offering it because it is not 
yet economically viable. 

 

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 

 
PLASTIC CUTLERY 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
PLASTIC WRAP 

 

 

 
POTS AND PANS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 
Plastic wrap is not generally recyclable, so reuse and phase this evildoer out of 
your kitchen and opt instead for glass, ceramic or stone containers with lids for 

storing food. 
 

Did You Know? 
In New York City, it’s the law: 

Residents must place all your old pots 
and pans in recycling bins. Failure to 

separate them from the garbage or to 
clean up aluminum first can lead to a 
ticket. Yet, many recycling programs 

don’t accept any of these items. Moral: 
Check your program’s latest rules. 

Strike out? See your local scrap yard. 
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PRIORITY MAIL ENVELOPES 

(Also, see Office Supplies) 

 

 

 

 

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 

 
 
DUPONT 
DuPont has a national recycling program, they recycle these commonly trashed envelopes to 
make sound alternatives to the use of wood, including park benches and playgrounds.  
Depending on the quantities you have, they outline how and where to mail the envelopes into 
DuPont for recycling. 
http://www2.dupont.com/Tyvek_Envelopes/en_US/tech_info/tech_environ.html 

 

 
PULL TABS FROM ALUMINUM CANS 

 

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE CHARITIES 
Ronald McDonald Houses collect pop tabs because they contain pure high-quality aluminum 
(unlike the cans) and they are easy to store.  They provide a collection container, and once it is 
filled, your local RMHC chapter takes it to a recycling center.  The value of the aluminum is 
determined and the check is sent directly to RMHC. The program teaches the importance of 
recycling, and raises funds to help sick children and their families. Some of the RMHC Chapters 
raise thousands of dollars with their collected tabs.  This page has a link to find out if your local 
chapter participates in the pop tabs program at this time. 
http://rmhc.org/how-you-can-help/other-ways-to-get-involved/pop-tab-collections/ 

 

Did You Know? 
Tyvek-brand envelopes, such as those used by Fed-Ex and for U.S. Postal Service 
Priority Mail, can be shipped back to Tyvek for recycling. If you have fewer than 

25, turn one of them inside out, then stuff it with the rest. Ship to: Shirley 
Wright, Tyvek Recycling Specialist, DuPont Services, 2400 Elliham Ave A, 

Richmond, VA 23237, (866) 338-9835. 
 

http://www2.dupont.com/Tyvek_Envelopes/en_US/tech_info/tech_environ.html�
http://rmhc.org/how-you-can-help/other-ways-to-get-involved/pop-tab-collections/�
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QUILTS 

 

PROJECT LINUS 
Project Linus is a national non-profit 
organization that provides warmth 
and security to seriously ill or 
traumatized children. They accept 
donations of new (no used items 
accepted), handmade, washable 
blankets. 
http://www.projectlinus.org/ 
 

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 
Check your local listings or the 
Ronald McDonald House website for 
specific needs, but gently used, 
clean blankets are often needed for sick children and their visiting families.  There is likely a RM 
House near you. 
http://rmhc.org/ 

 

WRAP THEM IN LOVE 
Wrap Them in Love collects quilts from your donations and sends them to needy children 
around the world and locally as well.  They prefer homemade, new quilts and you can see photo 
galleries of donations dating back to 1999 on their website. 
http://www.wraptheminlove.com/ 

 
RECORDS AND MUSIC 

MUSIC FOR TROOPS 
You can upload music on their web form, or by email, or by regular mail (in CD form only) and 
your gift of music will be sent to Military Troops for their enjoyment while they serve and fight for 
our freedom. 
http://www.musicfortroops.com/donatemusic/ 

http://www.projectlinus.org/�
http://rmhc.org/�
http://www.wraptheminlove.com/�
http://www.musicfortroops.com/donatemusic/�
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PRINCETON RECORD EXCHANGE 
Princeton Record Exchange (located in NJ) 
buys and sells records, CDs, and DVDs from 
thousands of collections every year, only in 
good condition with no damage, scratches or 
warping.  If you want to make some money 
from your music, fill out their questionnaire to 
see if this is a good option for the type of genre 
you have. 

 

http://www.prex.com/sell-lps.html 

GLOBAL  E-COMMERCE  MEGA MARKETPLACE 
Over 30,000 participating stores, dealers, and collectors from around the world take part in this 
Global e-Commerce Mega Marketplace.  GEMM provides an online forum to sell your records, 
CDs, books, videos, memorabilia and other collectibles, for a 13% commission once the items 
are sold. 

 

http://www.Gemm.com 

SEWING MACHINES AND SEWING SUPPLIES 

DEALER LOCATOR 
If you have a working sewing machine you no 
longer wish to keep, consider donating to local 
theatre groups or community organizations.  You 
might also check with your child’s school or a 
local high school, for use in the classrooms. 
There are companies that will take your old 
sewing machines and donate or recycle them 
appropriately when you buy new ones, look here 
to find retailers in your area that can be 
contacted for individual policies. 
http://vdta.com/dealer_locator.html 

 

PROCESSION SPECIES 
Procession Species relies on donated materials that can be “magically turned into art” to run 
Community Art Workshops.  Their wish list includes many different items, including fabric. 
http://www.procession.org/Recycle.php 

http://www.prex.com/sell-lps.html�
http://www.gemm.com/�
http://www.gemm.com/�
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TOOLS FOR SELF  RELIANCE 
At Tools for Self Reliance, they refurbish sewing machines and send them to needy people to 
start up their own business. 
http://www.tfsr.org/how_you_can_help/volunteering/sewing_machines/ 

 

 
SHOES 

NIKE REUSE A SHOE  
Nike’s Reuse a Shoe program accepts worn out, rubber soled athletic shoes (any brand) and 
turns them into a commodity. They tear the shoes down into rubber, fabric and foam for 
individual use to be recycled into basketball courts, running tracks and playgrounds in needy 
communities; to date, they have collected over 25 Million pairs globally; locations are nationwide 
and available by search on this website. http://www.nikereuseashoe.com/ 

 

SHOEMAN  WATER  PROJECTS 
One pair of donated shoes serves two! 
They help provide affordable footwear and 
clean, fresh water. Shoeman Water 
Projects is a project of Eagle Wings 
Ministries, working to alleviate as much 
human suffering as possible and, in the 
process, maximize fun with a splashing 
good time. They pick up donated used and 
new shoes year round from businesses, 
churches, schools, special events and shoe 
drives. Once collected, the Shoeman gives 
a second life to the shoes, selling the shoes 
to exporters in South America, Haiti, India, 
Kenya and other places where people need 
affordable shoes. The money received from 
the sale of the shoes is used to purchase 
well drilling rigs, water purification systems, 
and other supplies to bring clean, fresh 
water to those who thirst. 
http://www.shoeman.org 

 

http://www.tfsr.org/how_you_can_help/volunteering/sewing_machines/�
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Did You Know? 
Shower curtains and liners often are made from 
vinyl, which contains PVC, and recycling PVC is 
dangerous.  Putting PVC into our landfills is the 
toxic choice.  Find another use for it until it 
can’t be used any longer - then find another use 
for it! Here are a few practical purposes: Use 
as a tarp to cover wood piles,  grills,  plants 
during unexpected frosts;  cover tables when kids 
are crafty or painting;  line your car trunk when 
you transport dirty items,  plants,  etc;  cover 
furniture or floors when you paint.  
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SOCCER FOR LIFE  (HONDURAS YOUTH SOCCER PROJECT) 
Project Athletic Shoes For Youth Empowerment, where you become part of helping a child in 
Honduras escape his or her poverty-stricken life.  By donating soccer cleats or other used 
athletic shoes, you contribute to the Honduras Youth Soccer Project.  A new program being 
developed is called Soccer for Ethnic Peace to use soccer as a bridge between Mexico and the 
US Southwest. 

 

www.satglobal.com/project_athletic_shoes_for_build.htm 

SOLES  4 SOULS 
Soles4Souls is "Changing the World, One Pair at a Time" by collecting, recycling and reusing 
"gently worn" footwear, like soccer cleats, athletic shoes and sneakers.  The charity cleans and 
repairs the shoes to distribute them to needy souls in the United States and devastated 
countries such as Mali, Haiti, Honduras, Nepal, among  others.  Since 2005, Soles4Souls has 
distributed nearly 12 million pairs to people in 125 countries (currently one pair every 7 seconds) 
and has received publicity in Real Simple, National Geographic and Runner's World for their 
efforts. 
http://www.soles4souls.org/ 

 
SHOWER CURTAINS AND LINERS 

 

 
 

 

http://www.satglobal.com/project_athletic_shoes_for_build.htm�
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Did You Know? 
Six-pack rings can be 
recycled.  Even if you 
cut them up, do NOT 

put them into the 
trashcan.  They are 

affecting many wildlife 
species and need to be 
phased out completely. 
 

Did You Know? 
Sleeping bags are ideal 

for donation to your local 
homeless shelter or Boy 

Scout troop. 
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SIX PACK RINGS 

 
THE RING LEADER 
Ring Leader is a great idea for your school or organization, as an 
“eco-raiser”, a free environmental education program.  They 
send you a kit to get you started collecting six-pack rings. More 
than 12,000 schools in all 50 states have adopted the Ring 
Leader Recycling Program, and it is providing an educational 
experience on the three R’s (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle). 
http://www.ringleader.com/quest/menu/program/index.html 

 

 
SLEEPING BAGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SMOKE DETECTORS 

FIRST ALERT 
Send First Alert, BRK and Family Guard Smoke Detectors to: BRK Brands, 25 Spur Drive, El 
Paso, TX 79906, (800) 323-9005. On the front of the package, write “For Disposal.” Up to 5 
smoke alarms are accepted for free. 
http://www.firstalert.com  

 

http://www.ringleader.com/quest/menu/program/index.html�
http://www.firstalert.com/�


 

© Melinda L. Anderson and Tracy S. Himes  All Rights Reserved 121  

Did You Know? 
Most smoke detectors last only 10 years and contain radioactive Americium 241, 

so send dead ones back to the manufacturer. 
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AMERICAN SENSORS AND DICON 
Ship American Sensors and Dicon Smoke Detectors by surface mail to: Dicon Inc., 20 
Steelcase Road West, Unit #3, Markham, Ontario L3R 1B2, Canada, (800) 387-4219. On the 
front of the package, write “For Recycling, $0 Value.”   

 
SPORTS EQUIPMENT AND CARDS 

 
Bicycle Programs are prevalent and due to the size and complexity of shipment, are best 
utilized on a local level.  Here is a link that lists over 25 bicycle programs around the country 
and in Canada.  Contact the individual program for more information. 
http://www.transalt.org/files/resources/toolsforlife/48resources.html 

 

BASEBALL CARDS ONLY 
Baseball Cards Only is appropriately named, a good source if you need to specifically buy, sell 
or trade old vintage baseball cards.  You can search their database of over 100,000 single 
cards, either by player or year, to see their inventory and compare prices. 
http://www.bbonly.com/ 

 

CHUNKS OF GLASS 
At Chunks of Glass, they supply the information, step-
by-step instructions and list the tools and preparation 
needed to transform your old bowling ball into a 
beautiful piece of mosaic art.  This is not a donation 
opportunity, but it is a good idea for a gift or eccentric 
garden decoration and keeps those old, heavy bowling 
balls out of the landfill.  Here you can see some 
examples of balls for sale on their website; click the 
“make your own” tab to do it yourself. 
http://chunksofglass.com/gallerybowlingballs.php 

 

http://www.transalt.org/files/resources/toolsforlife/48resources.html�
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DIXON GOLF 
If you have this retailer near you (look at the store locator on the website) you can earn $.50 to 
$1.00 for each golf ball recycled at Dixon Golf’s recycling centers.  Share this information with 
your golfer friends and family to keep old golf balls out of the landfill. 

 

http://www.dixongolf.com/Recycle/tabid/208/Default.aspx 

GREEN MOUNTAIN SKI FURNITURE 
At Green Mountain Ski Furniture, they recycle 
old skis and snowboards into ski furniture and 
usable ski art.  Donations are welcome, old skis 
or boards in any condition are accepted and 
preserved.  Green Mountain specializes in 
Adirondack chairs, ski benches, tables, racks, 
outdoor furniture, and custom designed and 
built products with your old gear. Each piece is 
a unique handcrafted work of art, and they will 
arrange pick up if you are in the Vermont/New 
Hampshire/Massachusetts or Connecticut area.   
http://www.recycledskis.com/ 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL BICYCLE FUND 
Several states and countries have adopted the Community Bike Program and accept your 
donated bikes through the International Bicycle Fund; to encourage more biking in the 
community, the program provides bikes on a sharing basis.  Check by state to see the closest 
donation site to you. 
http://chunksofglass.com/gallerybowlingballs.php 

 

MEMORY LANE 
Memory Lane provides online auctions and 
consignment for all sports' memorabilia and cards.   
Once you register, you can consign or sell your 
collectibles at Memory Lane, and they are looking 
to buy sizable collections…in which case they may 
travel to you for pick up. 
http://www.memorylaneinc.com/sellToUs.html  

http://www.recycledskis.com/�
http://chunksofglass.com/gallerybowlingballs.php�
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PEDALS FOR PROGRESS 
This New Jersey based organization has shipped 1,130 bikes just this year and over 125,000 
total bikes, to help people get to work, as a source of transportation, trade and means for 
employment.  Each bike takes $35 to ship to them, unless you are in the NJ area and can 
deliver them, and they ask for at least a $10 donation along with each bike, to cover their 
expenses of collection. 
http://www.p4p.org/ 

 

PLAY IT AGAIN SPORTS 
Donate quality and reusable used sports and fitness 
equipment at local retail store ‘Play it Again Sports.’ They 
support and donate to non-profit kid’s sports programs. You 
can also trade in your quality used gear and get new 
equipment.  Play It Again Sports has purchased over one 
million reusable sports and fitness items within the past 12 
months and the number continues to grow. Since 1983, they 
have put over 30 million sport and fitness items back into 
play.  

 

http://www.playitagainsports.com/donategear.aspx 

REBOUNCES 
They use revolutionary technology at Rebounces to restore your 
old tennis balls; they can re-pressurize them on site, to extend 
the life of the ball and save you money.  They will even send 
you a prepaid shipping label for tennis balls you are ready to 
donate. 

 

http://www.rebounces.com 

SOLES  4 SOULS 
Soles4Souls is "Changing the World, One Pair at a Time" by collecting, recycling and reusing 
"gently worn" footwear, like soccer cleats, athletic shoes and sneakers.  The charity cleans and 
repairs the shoes to distribute them to needy souls in the United States and devastated 
countries such as Mali, Haiti, Honduras, Nepal, among  others.  Since 2005, Soles4Souls has 
distributed nearly 12 million pairs to people in 125 countries (currently one pair every 7 seconds) 
and has received publicity in Real Simple, National Geographic and Runner's World for their 
efforts. 
http://www.soles4souls.org/   

http://www.p4p.org/�
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SKI CHAIR 
Ski Chair is based out of Massachusetts; 
they make benches, chairs and ottomans out 
of skis, snowboards, hockey sticks, baseball 
bats and golf clubs. They also sell do-it-
yourself plans to create these items out of 
your own materials, or you can send your old 
equipment to them and order a ski chair and 
ottoman or bench using your 
equipment. There’s no donation process, but 
if you could use a new chair or bench, Ski 
Chair provides a unique way to preserve 
your old sports equipment and keeps it out of 
the landfill. 
http://skichair.com/ 

 

SOCCER FOR LIFE  (HONDURAS YOUTH SOCCER PROJECT) 
Project Athletic Shoes For Youth Empowerment, where you become part of helping a child in 
Honduras escape his or her poverty-stricken life.  By donating soccer gear, anything from 
clothes and cleats to trophies, first aid equipment and medals to balls, goals and nets, you 
contribute to the Honduras Youth Soccer Project.  You can ship one item, or organize a 
community donation and ship thousands of items (they do not cover shipping to their offices in 
Miami, FL) and they cover shipment costs to Honduras every 3 months. 

 

http://www.satglobal.com/project_athletic_shoes_for_build.htm 

SPORTS BUY  
Merchandise that would be considered a collector’s item, such as baseball cards (and all sports 
cards), vintage balls, autographed items, can be found at Sports Buy, where they provide an 
online auction for these type of sports items. 
http://www.sportsbuy.com/index.html 

 

SPORTS GIFT 
Sports Gift collects gently used and new sports equipment which they refurbish and distribute to 
underprivileged children throughout the world. 
http://www.sportsgift.org/faq.html  
 

http://skichair.com/�
http://www.satglobal.com/project_athletic_shoes_for_build.htm�
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SPORTS GIFT 
Your gently used playground balls, Frisbees, and hacky 
sacks could be gifted to a child who has never owned a 
ball and is living in poverty.  This link explains the 
donation process and lists the items they accept, 
including bats, balls, jump ropes, Frisbees, sports 
clothing, uniforms, helmets,  running shoes and more. 
http://www.sportsgift.org  

 

 

USED SPORTS 
If you are looking for some cash for your used sports equipment, Used Sports will post your 
pictures and price and buyers can make an offer, which you are free to negotiate.  The listing 
and renewals are free, and you can post up to 4 photos of your equipment. 
http://www.usedsports.com 
 
 

YELLOW BIKE PROGRAM 
All donations of bikes, even in need of repair, can be sent to your local Yellow Bike Program, 
where they repair and restore bikes for use to be shared by the community.  Do a search for 
“Yellow Bike” to see if there’s a Program in your state.  This link is an example of a Yellow Bike 
Program in Portland that is very successful, it explains the details of the program (they were 
featured on Good Morning America). 
http://c2.com/ybp/story.html 
 

 
STAMPS 

 
COLLECTIBLES WITH CAUSES 
Your stamp collections can be donated to Collectibles with Causes, a “faith-based organization” 
where they are dedicated to meeting the needs of those in crisis.  Fill out the online form and 
they will provide the paperwork to claim a tax deduction for your donation based on a fair market  
value.  They also accept cars, timeshares, boats, computers and real estate. 
http://www.collectibleswithcauses.org/ 

 

http://www.sportsgift.org/�
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DELCAMPE 
Delcampe provides an International Marketplace for Collectors, and 500,000 members buy and 
sell stamps on their site.  Register your stamps, and when a buyer expresses interest, they send 
you the payment and you ship them the stamps.  Delcampe will then get a commission from you 
for their services. 
http://stamps.delcampe.net 

 
 

SPECIAL KIDS FUND   
Your donation of stamps and stamp collections go toward supporting the Special Kids 
Fundraising program, which helps to provide compassionate care for the medically, 
educationally and developmentally challenged. 
http://www.specialkidsfund.org/collectibles.htm 

 

STAMP DOMAIN 
At Stamp Domain you will find a complete list of all the stamp auctions in the US, as well as 
links for the UK and other parts of the world. 
http://www.stampdomain.com/auctionhouse2.htm 

 

STAMPS  2  GO  
For a commission when they are sold, 
Stamps 2 Go will advertise and list 
your stamps for sale to other collectors, 
in a non-auction marketplace 
environment.  You can keep your 
stamps in the Stamps 2 Go listing 
database until they are sold, without 
paying a listing fee. 
http://www.stamps2go.com/ 
 

STAMP STORE 
Locate your local stamp dealers, stamp 
clubs and shows and exhibits in the 

Stamp Store’s resource tab...this is the American Philatelic Society website, where they will 
purchase your stamps if you join their membership. 
http://www.stampstore.org/sto_SellingStamps.asp 

 

http://stamps.delcampe.net/�
http://www.specialkidsfund.org/collectibles.htm�
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STUFFED ANIMALS 

PROJECT NIGHT NIGHT 
Imagine the smile on a homeless child’s face when they receive your donation of blankets, 
books, and stuffed animals. Project Night Night donates over 25,000 Night Night Packages each 
year to provide kids with nighttime comfort. Items must be “Like new” and “Nice enough to give 
as a gift”. (Please note: Stuffed animals must be smaller than 30 inches.) 
http://projectnightnight.org/ 

 

 
SUITCASES/BACKPACKS/DUFFEL BAGS 

 

These types of common household bags seem to take 
up a lot of room and rarely, if ever, get utilized.  If you 
are ready to part with any of them, consider donating 
them to area agencies near you, such as Department of 
Social Services, Child Welfare Board, Children’s 
Protective Services and Foster Care Agencies. 

AMERICAN BIRDING ASSOCIATION 
At the American Birding Association, they inspire all 
people to enjoy and protect wild birds and contribute to 
the conservation of bird habitat. They “share tools to 
save birds”…a great cause where your donations help 

the environment and our favorite tweeters.  They can use backpacks and also need items such 
as binoculars, digital cameras, scopes, tripods, and field guides to North American Birds. 
http://www.aba.org/bex/items.html 

 

SUITCASES FOR KIDS 
Suitcases for Kids was founded by a young girl who wanted to help foster children who move 
from home to home, to have more than a garbage bag to put their belongings into. The website 
has a list of agencies in need of your suitcase donations, and they provide an easy step by step 
action plan if you are interested in starting your own collection effort in your community. 
http://www.suitcasesforkids.org/ 

http://projectnightnight.org/�
http://www.aba.org/bex/items.html�
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Did You Know? 
If your swing set is in good 

condition, it can be donated to 
local thrift stores, but if it is 
rusty and it’s time has come…it 

can still avoid the landfill.  
Steel is an ideal material for 
recycling and could be broken 

down to be used in a number of 
items.  Call your local scrap 
metal company for details. 

 

 

Click HERE for Alphabetical Listing 
 

 
SURFBOARDS 

(Also, see Sports Equipment) 

RESURF 
Created to raise awareness to manufacturing waste, Resurf Recycle accepts surfboards as 
donations and will arrange for pick up, but current locations appear to be limited to California 
and Florida.  If you live too far from them, consider some of their unique reuse ideas on the 
Resurf website link below. 

  

http://www.resurf.org/main/ 

 
SWING SETS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
T-SHIRTS 

(Also, see Clothing) 

HIDE YOUR ARMS 
We all have old t-shirts that we just can’t part with, for sentimental purposes.  Hide Your Arms 
has great re-use and recycling ideas on ways to use these old t-shirts.  From rugs, to pet 
clothes, yoga pants, cloth diapers to wrist warmers…this list is creative and comprehensive. 
http://hideyourarms.com/2009/09/29/how-to-customize-recycle-t-shirts/ 

http://www.resurf.org/main/�
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Did You Know? 
If you have teddy bears and other stuffed animals that you are ready to part 
with, consider a local children’s hospital, homeless shelters, nursing homes and 
even animal shelters.  Be sure to wash and dry them first and fix any missing 
eyes, etc.  Hang a sign around their neck that says “I need love” and they will 

be a big hit anywhere. 
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TEDDY BEARS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 
TENTS 

(Also, see Sports Equipment) 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 
Tents in working order (even with a few holes) are needed on a regular basis by 
areas suffering from natural disasters.  Just enter “where can I donate a tent?” 
into your search engine for the areas with the most immediate need for tents.  

Also, local Boy Scout troops usually welcome extra equipment. 
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Did You Know? 
There are also lots of other reuse options for tires if you do some research.  

Here are two we found that are unique and not too hard if you are in the mood 
for a D.I.Y. project (do it yourself!). 
http://www.hollowtop.com/sandals.htm 

http://www.wuvie.net/tireplanter.htm 
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TIRES 

 

LIBERTY TIRE 
Liberty Tire recycles about a third of the nation’s scrap 
tires, saving more than 110 million tires from landfills.  
You can take your tires to any Liberty Tire store and 
the tires are reused to make sports tracks, rubber 
mulch, asphalt and more.  Check this link to find a 
location near you and contact information. 
http://www.libertytire.com/Home.aspx 

 

 
TOOLS 

FAITH WORKS COALITION 
Faith Works Coalition is working to eliminate 
substandard living conditions and accepts used 
tools and building materials. 

 

http://faithworkscoalition.org/category/donate/ 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
Habitat for Humanity is a great cause and a place 
where you can donate quality tools and building 
materials.  Your donation of tools to your local 
Habitat for Humanity will help build affordable 
homes for families in your area in need. 
http://www.habitat.org  

http://www.hollowtop.com/sandals.htm�
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TOOLS FOR SELF RELIANCE 
At Tools for Self Reliance, they rely on donations, refurbish second-hand tools and provide 
“practical help for practical people” around the globe. 
http://www.tfsr.org/how_you_can_help/donate_some_tools/ 

 
TOOTHBRUSHES 

RECYCLINE 
In the Preserve Toothbrush Mail-Back Pack 
program, you buy a recycled plastic 
toothbrush from Recycline, and the company 
will take it back to be recycled again into 
plastic lumber.   The package that protects 
your toothbrush when you buy it serves as a 
mailer to return it back to them.  Recycline 
products are made from used Stonyfield 
Farms’ yogurt cups.   
 www.recycline.com. 

 
TOOTHPASTE TUBES 

 

 

 

 
TOYS 

MAKE A WISH 
Check with your local Make A Wish foundation, to see if you could help brighten the days 
remaining for a dying child by donating gently used toys. 
http://www.wish.org 

 

Did You Know? 
Even with some remaining in the tube, these can go straight into your recycling 

bin in most areas IF they are in aluminum tubes. 
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RANDY’S TOY SHOP 
They will buy, sell and consign (or accept your 
donations of) antique and vintage toys of all types 
at Randy’s Toy. After 25 years of restoration, they 
know the techniques to remove ink, tape, and water 
stains and they regularly repair tears and missing 
areas on old toys and stuffed animals to bring them 
“back to life”.  They are always looking for toy parts, 
so don’t rule out mismatched pieces if they are from 
an antique toy. 

 

http://www.randystoyshop.com/ 

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 
Find your local RM House, now located in 52 countries and regions, where for 35 years they 
have been helping improve the lives of sick children.  The RM House allows Children (0-18) who 
are being treated at nearby hospitals (and their families) a comfortable and free place to stay 
during their child’s treatment or throughout an illness.  Games and toys are always welcome, 
check with your local RM House to see what is needed at this time. 
http://rmhc.org/ 

 

 

TOYS FOR TOTS 
Put in your city and state to 
find a local toy drive coming 
to your area, as Marine Toys 
for Tots collects new toys 
year-round for needy 
children.  Most Toys R US 
and Babies R US retail stores 
accept your donations as 
well.  Be aware that your 
search may lead you to the 
local toys for tots program in 
your area on a different 
website. 

 

http://www.toysfortots.org/ 
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VIN CAPONI 
Mr. Vin Caponi, of Long Island, NY, will take your call or email directly, discuss what you have to 
sell, see a picture and give you a price that he would pay for your antique toys (or military gear). 
http://www.vincaponi.com/index.php 

 
TRAMPOLINES 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TROPHIES 

 

CREATIVE IMAGES 
Send your old trophies and plaques to Creative Images 
to be refurbished and donated to nonprofit organizations 
such as Special Olympics and School Children Groups 
that don't have the money to spend on new trophies. 
www.gccreativeimages.com/donate%20trophie.html  

 

LAMB AWARDS 
For over 35 years Lamb Awards has been a full service 
trophy and award company, and they accept your used 
trophies, plaques and medals as donations.  They 
refurbish them, use them for charitable needs or simply 
break the parts down for reuse for other trophies. 
http://www.lambawards.com/recycle.html 

 

Did You Know? 
According to Wikipedia, the mats used for most trampolines are made from 

canvas or woven polypropylene. The latter is recyclable—it’s a number 5 plastic—
so, is in theory, recyclable wherever number 5 plastic is collected.  The frame 

could be recycled for steel scrap. 
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UMBRELLAS 

 

 

RECYCLING ZYCHAL 
Recycling Zychal collects broken umbrellas 
and “upcycles” them into several different, 
creative products. They also currently donate 
$1.00 to the Morris Animal Refuge for each 
broken umbrella that is donated. 

 

http://www.etsy.com/shop/recyclingzychal 

 

 
VACUUM CLEANERS 
(Also, see Appliances) 

 

DEALER LOCATOR 
There are companies that will take your old vacuum 
cleaners and donate or recycle them appropriately when 
you buy new ones. Look here to find retailers in your 
area that can be contacted for individual policies and 
procedures. 
http://vdta.com/dealer_locator.html 

 

QUALITY SEWING 
Quality Sewing is one of the companies that will take 
your old machines and recycle them appropriately when 
you buy new ones. 

http://community.icontact.com/p/quality_sewing___vacuum/newsletters/quality_sewing_
vacuum/posts/recycle-your-vacuum 

http://www.etsy.com/shop/recyclingzychal�
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VEHICLES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEDDY BEAR COPS AUTO DONATION 
Your auto, car, van, truck, RV, motorcycle or 
any vehicle donation helps comfort children in 
crisis when you donate it to the Auto Donation 
group.  They provide nationwide pickup, sell the 
vehicle and use the proceeds to provide teddy 
bears to young, injured or traumatized children, 
delivered by the Emergency medical 
technicians or Firemen responding to 
emergency calls involving children. 

 

http://www.autodonation.net/  

BREAST CANCER SURVIVORS 
Each year, nearly 200,000 women in the U.S. are diagnosed with Breast Cancer and over 
50,000 of them will experience severe financial problems as a result of their disease. Breast 
Cancer Survivors use the proceeds from your donated vehicle to provide temporary financial 
assistance to individuals undergoing treatment for breast cancer who are unable to meet their 
basic living expenses due to the impact of their disease.  
http://www.carsforbreastcancer.org/?gclid=CK679sqcp50CFQ62sgod_EZbjA 

 

CHARITY CARS 
With their new National Car Donations System now in place, Charity Cars can process vehicle 
donations throughout the U.S.  Your tax-deductible donation will go to assist disadvantaged 
families as they transition from dependency to self-sufficiency, as well as to other organizations 
sharing the Charity Car’s vision.  They provide free towing and have live phone operators 24/7. 
http://www.800charitycars.org/ 

Did You Know? 
Cars are one of the most recycled commodities, according to Recycle-Steel.org, 
and whole cars are not put in landfills.  Almost three-fourths of a vehicle is made 
up of steel and iron and are therefore very valuable and can be salvaged for 
reuse.  About 20% of a vehicle is recycled and the remaining 5% is thrown away.  
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DONATE A CAR FOR CHARITY 
Your donation of a car, boat, SUV, motorcycle or other vehicle helps fund multiple charitable 
projects in over 50 countries, from life-changing operations, disaster relief efforts and computer 
training for orphans to free ambulance service or dental work for needy children.  Simple 
processing by phone or online, and fast and free pickups lead to a tax deduction for your 
donation and the satisfaction of knowing you are helping humanitarian efforts without lifting a 
hand. They accept car donations online or by phone, pick it up (or tow it) for free and use the 
proceeds from the sale of it to help those in need, distribute Christian outreach materials and 
provide support to missionaries.  They have been handling vehicle donations for 10 years and 
explain the process in simple terms on their website. 

 

http://www.800charitycars.org/ 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
By donating an old car, truck, boat or RV to 
Habitat’s Cars for Homes™, individuals help save 
energy and natural resources and provide funds to 
build affordable homes for families in need.  Habitat 
for Humanity will accept your donation of cars, 
trucks, boats, RVs, motorcycles, construction 
equipment or other vehicles — running or not! 

 

http://www.habitat.org/carsforhomes/ 

HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND 
Free pick up, tax deduction, free vacation voucher and knowing you can help a visually-impaired 
individual are all great reasons to donate your car to the Heritage for the Blind. 

 

http://www.1800donatecars.com/index.html 

KRAZY DAD 
Krazy Dad has additional resources for donating vehicles, all for good causes. 

 

http://www.krazydad.com/donate/  

NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION 
The National Kidney foundation has a proven track record and has an average of 100 donated 
cars a day.  Your donation is well spent, with over 81% of funds going directly to vital programs 
supporting kidney disease detection, research and patient advocacy. With over 355,000 
Americans relying on dialysis to stay alive, and nearly 78,000 on the waiting list for a kidney 
transplant, this charity can really use your donated vehicles to support an important cause.   
http://www.kidney.org/support/kidneycars/index.cfm   
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PETA 
Your donated vehicle can help save the animals and help this association, People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals, commonly known as PETA.  They use the V-Dac system mentioned 
below. 

 

http://www.peta.org/jnew/propertyauto.asp  

STEEL RECYCLING INSTITUTE 
At the Steel Recycling Institute, vehicle donations provide much needed steel, one of the best 
materials for reuse and recycling.  This would be a great option if your vehicle has little or no 
value or is missing an engine. 

 

http://www.recycle-steel.org  

V-DAC  (VEHICLE DONATION TO ANY CHARITY) 
V-Dac does not solicit your vehicles, but helps you in choosing your favorite charity that will 
benefit from your donation.  There is no cost to you, the charities will pick up cars within 48 
hours and you ultimately receive a tax deduction, based on the total amount of the sale. 
http://www.recycle-steel.org/cars.html 

 

 
VIDEO GAMES 

(Also, see Media) 

 

DONATE GAMES 
Donate Games was born in 2006 when the founders son suffered from Leukemia.  
Donategames was founded with the hope to become the worlds trusted recyclers of video 
games for helping others.  In the past year Donategames has donated over $100K to help ease 
suffering and given 20,000 games to sick kids. Gamers and Game companies donate their new 
and used video games. The charity has been featured in thousands of articles including Oprah's 
magazine, partnered with Cancer foundations, Seattle Children’s Hospital and the Make-a-Wish 
Foundation. If you have video games that you no longer play, send them into Donate Games, 
receive a tax donation, and know that your efforts have gone to help deserving families.  
www.donategames.org 

 

http://www.peta.org/jnew/propertyauto.asp�
http://www.recycle-steel.org/�
http://www.recycle-steel.org/cars.html�
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Did You Know? 
Consider repairing old 
wagons so you can use 
them in the garden, or, 

they make excellent 
recycling wagons— just 
put your bin(s) in the 
wagon and wheel it to 

the curb. 
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WAGONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WATER TOYS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WET SUITS 

A WARM CURRENT 
A Warm Current is a good cause for your old wet suits, they have used donated suits to help 
fisherman effected by natural disasters, Peace Corp Volunteers beginning a youth surf school 
and organize on a weekend surf camp for kids. 
http://www.awarmcurrent.org/index.html 

Did You Know? 
If these are repairable or still in working order, consider donating them to a 

children's charity or other good cause.  Unfortunately the plastic used to make 
most of these cannot be recycled, but check with your local jurisdiction before 

contributing them to the landfill.  One idea is to cut them up and use the material 
as weed control for your garden or planting beds. 

 

http://www.awarmcurrent.org/index.html�
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Did You Know? 
Check with local 

scrap metal 
companies if you 

have several wires 
and want to make a 

little cash—
especially if they 
contain copper. 
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WIRES 

EARTH 911 
Wires are recyclable, you just 
need to find out where to take 
them in your area, and Earth 911 
can help make it easy. Enter the 
item, “wire” and your city and 
state, Earth 911 provides a full 
list of centers that accept them, 
contact information, and the 
information you need to dispose 
of wires safely and efficiently. 
http://earth911.com/ 
 

THE WIRE ZIPPER 
You can turn your trash into cash with the Wire Zipper. If you have a lot of wire to dispose of 
and want to strip it yourself; buy the wire zipper device that separates the insulation from the 
copper. The copper is then worth more at scrap metal facilities. 
http://www.thewirezipper.com/order.htm 

 
WOOD 

(Also, see Building Materials) 

BUILDING MATERIALS REUSE ASSOCIATION   
At BMRA, their mission is to facilitate building deconstruction 
and reuse of recovered materials from buildings. Search by 
state on the BMRA website to find local restores and material 
recycling information in your area. 
http://www.bmra.org/ 

 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY   
The proceeds from the sale of your donations fund the efforts 
of building a new home for a deserving, needy family. Check 
their restore location guide for details. 
http://www.habitat.org/env/restores.aspx 

http://earth911.com/�
http://www.thewirezipper.com/order.htm�
http://www.bmra.org/�
http://www.habitat.org/env/restores.aspx�
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Did You Know? 
Due to HIPAA regulations (privacy 
laws), all images must be destroyed 
and not reused or upcycled in the 
traditional recycling manner (Think 

Outside the Bin!) 
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RECYCLER’S EXCHANGE  
At Recycle Net, they offer a world-wide exchange system to buy, sell or trade goods.  You can 
add a listing for just about anything…wood chips, used lumber, palettes, etc.  The Recycler’s 
Exchange also includes a US and Canada wood recycling directory and other helpful 
information about building materials and their recycling procedures. 
http://www.recycle.net/Wood/index.html 

 
X-RAYS 

 

X-RAY FILMS RECYCLING COMPANY 
X-ray Films Recycling Company make it so 
easy, just call them, they pick up any x-rays 
from anywhere in the U.S., recover and pay 
you for all the silver removed from the film, and 
recycle any remaining plastic or paper parts. 
http://www.xrayfilmsrecycling.com/ 

 

 
YOGA MATS 

BOLDER MAT COMPANY 
Yoga charities across the United States are in need of your old mat. Consider donating it to 
Bolder Mat Company.  The folks at Bolder Mat will clean it, refurbish it and donate it to charities 
that then teach at-risk communities about the benefits of yoga.  With your donation you get a tax 
deduction and a $5 coupon off a new mat on their website. 
http://www.theboldermatcompany.com/Renewandrecycle_s/22.htm 

 

RECYCLE YOUR MAT 
Wipe down your old Yoga Mat and ship it or drop it off to Recycle Your Mat; they promise to 
either donate it, recycle it or upcycle it to keep it out of the landfill.  Then they email you a 20% 
off coupon for future orders at Manduka. 
www.recycleyourmat.com 

http://www.recycle.net/Wood/index.html�
http://www.xrayfilmsrecycling.com/�
http://www.theboldermatcompany.com/Renewandrecycle_s/22.htm�
http://www.recycleyourmat.com/�
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YOURSELF! 

ANATOMICAL SERVICE 
This link will answer many questions on the subject of donating your own body to science, 
thanks to the Anatomical Service.  No registration is required, but request their free brochure or 
call them to get all the details and see the eligibility requirements.  
http://www.anatomicalservice.com/questions.htm  

 

GREEN BURIAL COUNCIL 
When we say this book includes almost anything, we mean it! The Green Burial Council works 
to encourage “environmentally sustainable death care” and the use of burial as a means of 
protecting natural habitat. Green burial is burial that can take place without the use of 
formaldehyde-based embalming, metal caskets, and concrete burial vaults. They have over 300 
providers in the U.S. Most of humanity has cared for its dead for thousands of years with similar 
conservatory methods.  Leave the world a better place with one last recycle effort. 

 

http://www.greenburialcouncil.org 

DONATE YOUR ORGANS 
Donate Your Organs provides a guide that tells you how to make these arrangements.   
http://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/article-30269.html 

 

 
ZAMBONIS 

(Also, see Sports Equipment) 

We have no ideas for proper 
disposal or recycling of 
Zambonis, but thought they 
might be fun to include in the 
guide anyway! They don't really 
qualify as "common household 
items," but if you find yourself 
with an extra one, look into the 
vehicle section for viable options! 

 

http://www.anatomicalservice.com/questions.htm�
http://www.greenburialcouncil.org/�
http://www.greenburialcouncil.org/�
http://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/article-30269.html�
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CHAPTER  THREE 
Additional Recycling Information 

 
 
 More Recycling information from retailers that recycle:  

  http://pages.ebay.com/rethink/index.html  

 

 Find out how your favorite stores are recycling: 
  http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p526.pdf 

  

 Check out www.OnLineOrganizing.com  for a listing of shredding companies at: 
http://www.onlineorganizing.com/UsefulLinksSubCategory.asp?subcategory=doc
umentdestruction 

  

 Guides to recycling common household items: 
 http://www.obviously.com/recycle/guides/common.html   

  

 Plastic Garbage Dump in the Pacific: 
 

 

http://www.algalita.org/research.html 

 

http://sio.ucsd.edu/Expeditions/Seaplex/Newsroom/ 

 

http://seaplexscience.com/ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://pages.ebay.com/rethink/index.html�
http://pages.ebay.com/rethink/index.html�
http://pages.ebay.com/rethink/index.html�
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p526.pdf�
http://www.onlineorganizing.com/�
http://www.onlineorganizing.com/UsefulLinksSubCategory.asp?subcategory=documentdestruction�
http://www.onlineorganizing.com/UsefulLinksSubCategory.asp?subcategory=documentdestruction�
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CHAPTER  FOUR 
Charitable Organizations and Tax Deductions 

 

 CHARITY CHOICES 
 A national listing of charities, both alphabetically and by category: 
 http://www.charitychoices.com/categories/national.asp 
 

 CHARITY NAVIGATOR 
 Find a charity you can trust...they rate charities by evaluating two broad areas of 
 financial health, their organizational efficiency and their organizational capacity.   
 
  

http://www.charitynavigator.org/ 

 THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF PHILANTHROPY 
 AIP is a charity watchdog service that helps donors make informed giving  decisions. 
 Donations of $40 or more entitle you to AIP membership and the tri-annual Charity 
 Rating Guide & Watchdog Report. 
            
 

http://www.charitywatch.org/ 

 BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU 
 The BBB Wise Giving Alliance helps donors make informed giving decisions about 
 organizations that solicit contributions from the public. 
 http://www.bbb.org/us/charity/  
 

 BANK RATE 
 They have lists of typical donated items and their typical values.  Good information to 
 back up your tax-deduction records. 
 http://www.bankrate.com/finance/money-guides/tax-valuation-guide-for-donated- 
 
 

goods.aspx  

 
 DONATION VALUATION RESOURCES 

 Software for evaluating the worth of your donations; it’s especially handy if you have  
 multiple items to donate.  
  http://www.itsdeductible.com  
 
 

 
 

http://www.charitychoices.com/categories/national.asp�
http://www.charitynavigator.org/�
http://www.charitywatch.org/�
http://www.charitywatch.org/�
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 EXCESS ACCESS  
A San Francisco based non-profit that is affiliated with the project “A Matter of Trust” 
matches up donors of goods to area non-profits, schools, government organizations, 
etc., that have a designated wish list of items needed.  

 

http://www.excessaccess.com/  

 SALVATION ARMY 
They accept donations of appliances, automobiles, children's clothing, furniture, 
household items, men's clothing, women's clothing, and miscellaneous items. A 
Donation Valuation Guide is available on their website for estimating the value of your 
donated goods for tax purposes. Home pick up is available in some cities.   

  

http://www.satruck.com/ 

 GOODWILL INDUSTRIES INTERNATIONAL 
Goodwill has 3,200 Donation Locations in North America and accepts new or gently 
used items like clothing, appliances, and furniture. The money made from the sale of 
your donations in their retail stores helps fund job training and career services. 

 

http://www.goodwill.org/page/guest/about 

 THE NATIONAL CRISTINA FOUNDATION  
A non-profit foundation dedicated to the support of training through donated technology. 
For more than two decades they have encouraged companies and individuals to donate 
computers and other technology, which is then matched to charities, schools and public 
agencies in all 50 states, Canada, and in many countries around the world. 

   

http://www.cristina.org/rethink.html 

 RAYMOND COMMUNICATIONS 
This is an organization that tracks global and state-wide legislation on recycling. It has 
newsletters of state recycling laws, electronic recycling and international recycling laws. 

 

http://www.raymond.com/ 

 WASTE TO CHARITY 
They accept a wide variety of items including: excess inventory, closeouts, irregular 
clothing, misprints, and customer returns. Visit their website for a complete listing. 
http://www.wastetocharity.org/ 

http://www.excessaccess.com/�
http://www.satruck.com/�
http://www.goodwill.org/page/guest/about�
http://www.cristina.org/rethink.html�
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CHAPTER  FIVE 
Free Stuff on the Web 

 
 Whether you are looking to get rid of your clutter, or if you need something but can’t        
 afford to buy new, these are some great sites for general, and usually FREE stuff! 

 
 
 

 STUFF YA DON’T WANT 
Great resource for all kinds of things you don't want anymore, don't need any more, or 
never liked to begin with. Whether you're motivated by a natural sense of thrift, an 
environmental conscience, a desire to help others—or all three—this website is full of 
resources for what to do with your unwanted items. 

 

http://www.stuffyadontwant.com/ 

 ECO-ARTWARE 
They say, “Stop! Before pitching an old treasure, or even an old pair of sneakers, into 
the waste stream, check to see where it can be reused or recycled by somebody else. 
Here's a growing guide to internet and community resources to help you get started.”  
http://www.eco-artware.com/eco-news/resource-guide.php#appliances    

  

 FREECYCLE 
The Freecycle Network™ is made up of many individual groups across the globe. It's a 
grassroots movement of people who are giving (& getting) stuff for free in their own 
towns in an effort to keep reusable items out of the landfill. Each local group is run by a 
local volunteer moderator. See site for more details.  

 

http://www.freecycle.org/ 

 THROW  PLACE 
You won’t believe all the FREE stuff people are giving away!  Take what you need and 
throw what you don’t want to others…the items go to US and International charities, 
business and individuals who need them. 

 

http://www.throwplace.com 

 

http://www.stuffyadontwant.com/�
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CHAPTER  SIX 
Death to Junk Mail and Phone Books! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 CATALOG CHOICE 
This is a free service that helps stop junk mail and unwanted retail catalogs from littering 
your home. 
http://www.catalogchoice.org/ 

 

 DMA CHOICE 
Stop getting the mail you don’t want from trees we DO want! 
http://www.dmachoice.org 

 

 FOREST ETHICS 
They have a petition to sign to help stop the madness, and ideas on how to eliminate the 
junk mail coming in your name. 
http://www.donotmail.org 

 

 PRIVACY RIGHTS CLEARINGHOUSE 
Learn how your name gets on “junk mail lists” plus dozens of strategies for getting off 
direct marketing lists. 
http://www.privacyrights.org/fs/fs4-junk.htm  
 

 

 YELLOW PAGES GOES GREEN 
An easy way to OPT OUT of getting those unwanted, multiple phone books; they notify 
all the publishers for you.  
http://www.yellowpagesgoesgreen.org 

Junk mail is such a waste!  Consider these facts: 
*  Americans throw away 44 percent of their junk mail and only half gets 
recycled! 
*  We pay $370 MILLION every year to dispose of junk mail that is not 
recycled. 
* 19 Billion catalogs are mailed to US households every year. 
* On average, we spend 8 months over the course of our lives opening junk 
mail. Check out the following resources to stop the madness of all the wasted 
paper coming into your home. 

 

http://www.catalogchoice.org/�
http://www.dmachoice.org/�
http://www.donotmail.org/�
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CHAPTER  SEVEN 

General Resources for Donating and Recycling 

 
ANIMAL SHELTERS 

 

 

 

HUGS FOR HOMELESS ANIMALS 
H4HA provides a Worldwide Animal Shelter Directory. 

  

http://www.h4ha.org/shelter-directory/index.php 

ADOPT A PET 
This pet-saving service is funded by passionate pet lovers at PURINA and NSALA; you can find 
animal shelters near you. 

  

http://www.adoptapet.com/animal-shelters      

PET FINDER 
They have provided animals with 12 million adoptions since 1995; search for shelters by state or 
distance. 
http://www.petfinder.com/shelters.html 

 
APPRAISAL SERVICES 

ONE OF A KIND ANTIQUES 
Appraising Old and New Fine Art, Furniture, Furnishings and more ($45 fee per item) 
http://www.oneofakindantiques.com/appraisals.htm 
 

WHAT’S IT WORTH TO YOU? 
This is a valuation service with sales platforms and even gift certificates. 
http://www.wiw2u.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=wiw2u.templates&templates_ID=66 

Find an animal shelter in your area that can make use of your old towels, 
newspapers, and plastic grocery bags: 

 

 

http://www.h4ha.org/shelter-directory/index.php�
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HOUSE OF MUSICAL TRADITIONS 
They provide formal written instrument appraisals for insurance or other purposes. 
http://www.hmtrad.com/catalog/appraisals.html 

 

KELLY BLUE BOOK 
This is an old favorite for valuations of vehicles. 
http://www.kbb.com/ 

 

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF APPRAISERS 
This international organization is the oldest and only major appraisal organization representing 
all of the disciplines of appraisal specialists.  
http://www.appraisers.org/ 

 
AUCTIONEERS AND AUCTION SITES 

 

NATIONAL DIRECTORY OF AUCTIONEERS  
Find one near you easily. 
http://www.auctioneers.org/custom/directory/auctioneer/Default.aspx 

 

AUCTION GUIDE 
This is an internet guide to auctions and auctioneers in the US. 
http://www.auctionguide.com/dir/Locations/USA/ 

 

OLD AND SOLD 
An Antique Auction and Marketplace Website. 
http://www.oldandsold.com/ 

 

E-BAY 
One of the most popular sites to bid on products, they cover just about anything. 
http://www.ebay.com/ 

http://www.hmtrad.com/catalog/appraisals.html�
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WEB BIDZ 
Similar to EBay, where you will bid on items or buy them at the "buy out" price. 

 

http://www.webidz.com/ 

BID A LOT 
They charge you a $2.00 filing fee but you have unlimited listings. 

 

http://www.bid-alot.com/ 

INTERNET AUCTION LIST 
Buyers from across the globe can be linked to assets of all types from aviation and construction 
to healthcare and machinery and equipment. 
http://www.internetauctionlist.com/ 

 

CONSIGNMENT AND THRIFT STORES 

THRIFTY PLANET  
Search by state to see your local options.  A great way to “recycle” gently used items. 
http://www.thriftyplanet.com/dir/index.php?action=displaycat&catid=5 

 

KID’S CONSIGNMENT GUIDE 
Search by state to see where you can find some upcoming consignment sales. 
http://bellsouthpwp.net/g/y/gyrojoe/kcg/index.html 

 

 

ESTATE SALES, GARAGE SALES, AND FLEA MARKETS 

ESTATE SALES 
Find estate sales, tag sales, and auctions...and they will send you weekly updates about sales 
near you. 

 

http://www.estatesales.net/estate-sale-companies/ 

http://www.webidz.com/�
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YARD HOPPER 
If you only have a few items for sale list them in a YardHopper online (virtual) sale and sell them 
fast.  They’re also helpful if you are looking for Garage Sales and Flea Markets near you. 
http://www.yardhopper.com/ 

 

KEY’S FLEA MARKET 
Search for flea markets by state to find one near you. 
http://www.keysfleamarket.com/fleamarket/state/default.htm 

 

GOOD RIDGE GUIDES 
A National Calendar of Events and all the flea market news updates you could ever want. 
http://www.goodridgeguides.com/index.html 

 

COLLECTORS 
This directory provides information on some of the major flea markets, listed by city under state 
headings. There is a wide range of events included, from traditional "flea markets" to farmers 
markets, antique markets, court days and traders' marts.  

 

http://www.collectors.org/FM/     

YARD SALE SEARCH 
They offer free classifieds; just put in your zip code to find sales coming soon near you. 
http://www.yardsalesearch.com/      

 

 
HOMELESS SHELTERS 

 

 

 

 

Find a local organization below and donate your items, as needed, to 
the homeless.  Their needs are always changing, so check in to see 

what is needed now. 
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ASSOCIATION OF GOSPEL RESCUE MISSIONS DIRECTORY 
North America's oldest and largest network of independent crisis shelters and rehabilitation 
centers. 

 

http://www.agrm.org 

US DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE 
Local Homeless Resources; easily find your area resources state by state. 

   

http://www.hud.gov/homeless/hmlsagen.cfm 

NATIONAL COALITION FOR THE HOMELESS  
Your contribution will make a significant difference in helping to educate the public and policy 
makers to direct your hard-earned tax dollars to prevent homelessness, and assist those 
becoming homeless in your community to rapidly move out of shelters back into housing with 
the supportive services they need to stabilize within the community. 

 

http://www.nationalhomeless.org/ 

ARTISTS HELPING CHILDREN 
Find a homeless shelter by US State that is always in need of food, blankets, clothing, and 
shelter.  
http://www.artistshelpingchildren.org/shelters.html 

 

 
MISCELLANEOUS STUFF! 

 

CRAIG’S LIST 
A local alternative to eBay, it’s basically a free classified service serving most major cities in the 
U.S. However, they also have a great Barter and Free section. You can get rid of moving boxes, 
furniture, and mattress and box spring sets on Craig’s List. You’ll also find unusual items, free 
for the taking. 
http://www.craigslist.org 
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EXCESS ACCESS 
They match business and household item donations with the wish lists of nonprofits that can 
provide pick-ups or will accept drop offs. They do all the matching, in-house, 24/7. There is an 
annual $5 flat fee to post your items.  
http://www.excessaccess.com 

 

FREECYCLE 
A local Yahoo! group that posts items people (in your local area) want to get rid of, or items 
people need, and everything is free—no selling, no bartering—all give-aways. Commonly listed  
items on Freecycle include moving boxes, scrap lumber, kid’s toys, and computer parts. If 
you’re not concerned about getting a tax receipt for donations, this is the place for you! 
http://www.freecycle.org/ 

 
 
EBAY CLASSIFIEDS 
Online classifieds, as well as free stuff, want ads and swap/trade sections, where you can find 
just about anything, including a job. 
http://www.ebayclassifieds.com 

 

KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL 
Keep America Beautiful follows a practical approach that unites citizens, businesses and 
government to find solutions that advance the core issues of preventing litter, reducing waste 
and beautifying communities.  
http://www.kab.org 

 
 

 

The End 
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